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PREFACE, 



CONTAINING A NARRATIVE OF THE VISITATION OF CHOLERA, 

AND OF THE RELIGIOUS IMPRESSION IT PRODUCED IN 

THE SOUTH OF STAFFORD MINING DISTRICT. 



It is the glory of the Christian religion^ that it 
converts to our spiritual improvement the most 
severe of earthly afflictions. And the Christian 
pastor^ whilst he acknowledges in the visitation 
of pestilence a chastisement justly due to sin^ 
will at the same time thankfully receive it, both 
as a token of God's concern for sinners, and as a 
help to the edification of his flock. Under these 
convictions, the writer of this brief narrative is 
anxious to record the religious impression, which 
has been produced by the Epidemic Cholera, in 
his own parish, and in the surrounding district. 
But first it may be well to give the reader some 
account of the neighbourhood referred to, of 
the employments and habits of the people, and 
of the means provided for their religious in- 
struction. 

The parish of Sedgley is situated in that part 
of the county of Stafford, which is well known 
for its productive mines of coal and ironstone. 
The whole coal field is considered to extend 
about twenty miles in length, by four in breadth, 
firom Stourbridge at the south west extremity, 
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including also Dudley in the county of Worces- 
ter, to Eruerton near Kugeley, on the north- 
east. But it is only as far aa Bilston and Dar- 
laston, about seven miles, in the northerly 
direction, that the main bed of coal, ten yards 
thick, is to be met with. Hence this portion 
of the whole tract has been hitherto the chief 
seat of mining operations. And limestone as 
well as ironstone being found in abundance in 
the same district, we have here also above an 
hundred iron furnaces ; whilst the manufacture 
of weig-hty articles in iron is carried on to a con- 
siderable extent. 

These various works both disfigure the face 
of the country, and fill the atmosphere with 
smoke. And thus, whilst the population has 
increased to above one hundred and sixty thou- 
sand, scarce any perBons of property reside, ex- 
cept such as are actively engaged in business. 
Thus the poor are deprived of that instruction 
and help, which it should be the chief occupa- 
tion of the rich to impart. Ajid with the ex- 
ception of the rainisteis of religion, scarce any 
one of education and leisure can be found, to 
devote himself to the work of doing good. 
Whilst on the otlier hand, the temptations to 
doing evil are increased by the numerous vicis- 
situdes to which the trade of the district 
liable. In good times, the receipt of high wages 
generates improvidence. The scarcity of work 
in bad times leads to idleness. And both these 
habits, besides their own evil influence on the 
morals and happiness of tlie poor, are closely 
connected with that propensity to drink, which 
is here their besetting sin. 
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Here we have many grievous instances of 
gross drunkenness, and many more of that 
tippling in public houses, which is often counted 
for no sin at all, because the drunkard can still 
walk upright home. As if wine and strong 
drink might be lawAilly consumed, and time 
lawfully spent in consuming them, in any 
measure beyond what is generally needful for 
refreshment of health and strength ! As if a 
Christian might lawfully waste upon himself 
what should feed and clothe his wife and chil- 
dren, and rob them at once of their share of 
his earnings, and of their comfort in his society ! 
Far from that salutary jealousy, with which the 
servant of Christ ought ever to regard even the 
allowed indulgences of sense ; there prevails an 
almost universal purpose to enjoy pleasure in 
this shape, whenever it can be got. Strong 
drink is in these parts very generally esteemed 
as the sovereign remedy for all the ills of life, 
and the necessary accompaniment of all its en- 
joyments. If a bargain is to be made, if a 
quarrel is to be made up, it must by all means 
be done at the public house. If a farm is to be 
taken, or a cottage sold, if a thief is appre- 
hended, or a felony compromised, the public 
house must in any case be visited. Scarce a 
child is christened, a couple married, no, nor 
even a corpse buried, without the parties calling 
at the public house, either before church, or 
after church, or both. Here it is that wages 
too are paid, and the workmen often kept for 
hours waiting for their money, till it is all spent 
before ever it comes. And here meet those ill- 
contrived benefit societies, which under the show 
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oi' commendable forethought, decoy into the tap- 
room the diligent and sober, and thus ruin ten 
families for one which they relieve. 

Amongst so large a. multitude thus beset with 
evil, almost the sole einissaries of good are, as 
has been already said, tlie ministers of religion. 
For, though there are many Christians, Grod be 
praised ! who make their light shine before . 
in their daily business, or in their daily (asks: 
yet their being thus engaged for the chief part 
of their time, prevents them from carrying on 
that active aggression against Satan's kingdom. 
which is necessary for any large success. Thi 
niinisters of religion have few lay helpers ii 
their work. And they are themselves aJso but 
few in proportion to their respecti^'e flocks. 
The same table which exhibits for the dis- 
trict a supply of thirteen hundred publicans, 
shows only twenty-three churches, and thirty- 
one officiating clergy. (See Table, Appendix, 
No. VIII). 

In thisdeficient supply of religious instruction 
by the Church, much good service has been done 
by those of other communions. Their chapels, 
counting those of Methodists, Dissenters, and 
Members of the Church of Rome, are three or 
four times as many as our churches. But owing 
to their comparatively small dimensions, their 
whole contents cannot be set much, if any, above 
the same amount. And, though the Dissenters 
bring many to be Christians, who would else be 
heathens, and we ought to rejoice if in any way, 
and to any good purpose Christ is preached ; yet 
there is always this evil in the prevalence of 
dissent, it tends to make men iiidilferent to the 
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sin of religious disunion, and to the duty of 
honouring in their minister, not the talents or 
the graces of the man, but the duly delegated 
authority of Christ. 

In a district thus teeming with population, to 
a people thus addicted to intemperance, and 
thus scantily provided with means of instruc- 
tion in the faith which alone can save, how 
doubly awful was the approach of a disease, 
which has shown itself so fatal to drunkards, 
that it might almost be taken for a judgment 
upon drunkenness ! " Will it visit us, do you 
think, or vidll it not ?" was the imiversal topic 
of conversation. Some said we should be ex- 
empted by our living &r from seas and navi- 
game rivers. Others expressed great confidence 
in our being surrounded by an atmosphere of 
smoke. But all seemed to speak, as if aware 
that for our sins we richly deserved this chas* 
tisement at the hand of God. And many betook 
themselves beforehand to repentance and amend- 
ment of life ; together vrith prayer, that if we 
were to suffer, we might not suffer in vain. 
This profitable apprehension was quickened by 
the measures taken about Christmas 1831, to- 
wards cleansing the houses, and putting the 
people on their guard against the disease. And 
to the information then circulated, according to 
the orders of Government, there was added a 
pastoral address, pointing out the real sting of 
death, and the only real antidote to the fear of 
it. (See Appendix, No. I.) These admonitions, 
as well as others, we had to give, whether public 
or private, were received with attention and 
thankfulness. And as the cholera began to 
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spread throughout the coimtry, when a national 
fast day was appointed for March 21, 1832, it 
was no where observed with more religious 
solemnity than in this parish, and in the sur- 
rounding district. 

And now ere yet this pestilence had broken 
out among us, what could be more awakening 
to tlie minister of the Gospel, than the looking 
for so severe a visitation ? How could he help 
reflecting for himself and for his parishioners, 
in some such thoughts as these following ? Will 
this chastisement, if it be inflicted, redound 
most for evil or for good, to the people com- 
mitted to my charge? Will it be an instru- 
ment in God's hand for awakening the con- 
sciences of many to the necessity of caring for 
the soul? And shall I be blest in helping 
thus to direct its force ? Will the hai-dened 
sinner be now at length alarmed? the careless 
be made serious? the believer confirmed in 
iaith, quickened in hope, and strengthened in 
charity ? Will jealousies and animosities be 
allayed? Will wars and fightings cease? Will 
the outside show of things alone be sobered? 
or will the hearts of men be moved, and their 
souls converted to the love of God, through the 
love of Christ their Saviour ? And for myself, 
how may I best improve this great occasion for 
turning many to rigliteousness ? How may I 
most advance tliat spiritual improvement of my 
people, which is my own eternal gain ? Oh ! 
if it should please God that I be now taken 
away, may I be found watchful and working 
at my post ! Oh ! if it should please Him to 
Iny low many of those whom it is my duly to 
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instruct and help, may they be found ready to 
depart! 

From reflexions such as these, there arose 
throughout the district, exertions, both public 
and private, to excite in our people generally, a 
profitable apprehension of the coming evil, to 
allay those unworthy fears which were mis- 
chievous alike to the body and to the soul, and 
to bring them into that Christian frame of mind, 
and into that practice of Christian life, in which 
to die is gain. And, it is the chief object of 
the present narrative, to show that these exer- 
tions were not made in vain, to testify that the 
Cholera has been made in this district the blessed 
means of Christian improvement ; and that as it 
is true, that " whom the Lord loveth he chas- 
teneth," (Heb. 12. 6.) so it has been found 
amongst our people to hold good, that " When 
he slew them, they sought him: and turned 
them early, and inquired after God," (Ps. 78. 34.) 
These positions will be established by facts 
by the only safe evidence of inward principle, 
the manifestation of outward conduct. But 
first we must take a short view of the chastise- 
ment inflicted, of the sickness and mortality, of 
the lamentation, and mourning, and woe, whicji 
prevailed amongst this afflicted people. 

About Midsummer the work of death com- 
menced. (See Table, column XV.) It con- 
tinued in each parish, in full vigour, not above 
a month upon an average. It lingered in each 
about a month or six* weeks longer. Its whole 
continuance in the twelve parishes or townships 
here referred to, was four months. Within 
that period, out of a population somewhat ex- 
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ceeding one hundred and sixty thousand, it 
affected with serious illness, probably at least ten 
thousand, and carried off above two thousand, 
to the house appointed for all living. The num- 
bers who fell sick together, the rapidity of the 
disease, often putting an end to life within a few 
hours after the appearance of the malignant 
symptoms, the general despondency of those 
who wexe taken ill, and the very large amount 
of actual deaths, all served to give a character to 
the prevalence of Cholera, worthy of the name 
by which our poor people called it. The Plague. 
Sometimes it attacked at first only one or two 
in a neighbourhood, and so crept on by com- 
paratively slow degrees. Sometimes a whole 
hamlet seemed to be smitten all at once, so 
that in some of the streets, or rather rows of 
tenements, there was scarce a house without 
e sick, or dying, or dead. In every direction 
might be seen messengers hastening for the 
doctors, or doctors hastening to their patients, 
coffins in preparation or in use, the carpenters 
working night and day to make them, the fune- 
ral knell tolling every hour, and the mournful 
processions in constant motion, almost from the 
dawn of day till midnight. There was, indeed, 
• a time, great difficulty in engaging bearera 
for the dead, until conveyance by a hearse was 
generally adopted. And in one house in this 
parish, where there had already been two deaths, 
a woman, the daughter of one of the deceased, 
was suffered to be alon« for some hours, scream- 
ing with pain and terror, until the curate of the 
parish, and one of the members of the Board of 
Health, both went themselves to her assistance, 
13 
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and also induced her neighbours to attend to 
her. 

This amount of affliction amongst ourselves 
was heightened by the sad tidings of what our 
neighbours were suffering. Bilston, Dudley, 
Kingswinford, Tipton, and Wolverhampton, all 
touch upon the borders of the parish of Sedgley. 
Of these, Tipton was the first in which the 
Cholera broke out with force. And there it 
raged with such severity, in some particular 
spots, that out of one family of fourteen, no 
less than twelve died; and in eight different 
tenements, every inhabitant was swept off. For 
these fearful facts, I give the testimony of my 
much valued friend the resident curate of Tipton. 
(See Appendix, No. II.) 

From Dudley also, with which place, as being 
our principal post town, we have daily com- 
munication, the accounts were most alarming. 
And a case which narrowly escaped being one 
of premature interment, owing apparently to 
the free use of ardent spirits, created throughout 
the district indescribable horror. (See Appen- 
dix, No. III.) Here, indeed, as elsewhere, the 
mistaken notions as to the efficacy of brandy as 
a specific against Cholera, were productive of 
most fatal consequences. Nothing could be 
more mischievous, especially amongst a people 
addicted to tippling, than to suppose that the 
more of brandy they could pour down their 
throats, they would be the more safe from 
being attacked by the disease. To the rash 
use of this spirit, often of a bad quality, and 
usually undiluted, may be justly ascribed most 
of those cases, which were supposed to have 



arisen from attendanc* in nursing or at funerals. 
Parties under such circum stances, though so- 
berly disposed, thought it almost a duty to be 
half drunken ; a condition which, together with 
their dread of the disease, would readily account 
for their being attacked. 

But in this catalogue of sulfering, a melaU' 
choly preeminence must he assigned to Bilston 
a place which may be considered to have sufleret 
more by Cholera, than any other town of like 
size in all Europe. Hero whole streets were, I 
may almost say, depopulated. Extensive manu- 
factories were stopped, by the mortahty of the 
work people engaged in them. Coffins, which 
could not be made fast enough in the place, 
were imported in cart loads from Birmingham, 
and stood piled up in heaps in the yard of the 
hospital, awaiting the last breath of their future 
tenants. The churches were closed one whole 
Sabbath day. The minister of the parish, ( 
powered by his appalling situation, was confined 
to his bed. Of the medical practitioners resid- 
ing in the town, two were carried oif by the 
disease. And of the survivors, one himself told 
me, that he was attacked when on duty in 
the hospital, fell down on the floor, there bled 
liinisclf, and ivliilst yet unable to rise up, had to 
perform the same oflice for an attendant, who 
tell prostrate by his side. To these facts, I add 
the affecting description of the resident incum- 
bent of Bilston, as pubhshed in the Wolver- 
hiunpton Chronicle. (Appendix, No. IV.) 

Such was the prevalence of the Cholera in 
th« Soutli of Stafibrd Miniug District. Let us 
now see what have been its eflects ; what i^- 
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gions impression has been produced upon the 
people, and what ground there is to hope that 
this impression may be permanent. 

The first point which may be clearly esta- 
blished, is a considerable diminution in tip- 
pling and drunkenness. Though some draw- 
back must be here made for what was said of the 
abuse of brandy as a medicine ; there has been 
notwithstanding throughout the district, a large 
and manifest improvement in soberness. A 
respectable tradesman in Wolverhampton, who 
lives opposite to a gin shop, tells me, that during 
the continuance of the Cholera, not one tenth 
part of the numbers who used to resort to it, 
were then seen to enter ; and assures me, that 
the numbers are still considerably less, especially 
on the morning of the Lord's day. At Bilston, 
a gentleman who lives close to a public house, 
and who used to be much annoyed on the Sun- 
day morning, by the cleansing which it had 
then to undergo, after the midnight revels of 
Saturday, foimd these scandalous proceedings 
at once cease when the Cholera prevailed. In 
my own parish, I have not seen for some months, 
what used to be no rare sight even in open day, 
a drunken man. Nor have I been applied to, 
it used to be a frequent application, to intercede 
with a drunkard husband, that he would allot 
some small portion of his wages to his fiimishing 
vdfe and children. Several of the retailers of 
beer have here given up their trade for want of 
custom. And of those publicans who endeavour 
to carry on their business consistently with their 
duties as Christian men, I have been assured 
very lately by more than one, that the pressing 

2 
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applications for indulgence in excess are far less 
numerous than they used to be. 

Amongst the instances of iniquity here pre- 
valent, though I hope I may say prevalent nO' 
longer, I am almost ashamed to name bull- 
baiting. But I rejoice to add, that it is one 
which has been very greatly checked by the 
visitation which has befallen us. Of this we 
have certain proof, both in the reduced niunber 
of bulls baited during the autumn, and the vo- 
liintary destruction of bull dogs by their owners, 
under the influence of religious convictions. (See 
A^endix,No.VIL) 

To this increase of humanity towards the 
brute creation, must be added a marked growth 
in Christian charity between man and man. 
The chief constable of this parish reports, that 
he had received only three assault warrants to 
serve during the last quarter, having been used 
to serve at least twenty within the like period. 
The same. remark may be appKed to those less 
violent, but not less bitter animosities of either 
a civil or religious character, which disturb often 
the peace of a whole neighbourhood or parish. 
All parties seemed to join with one accord in 
the measures which were taken for the common 
good. And tlioiigh some little opposition to the 
Board ol' Health in this parish, was got up by 
individuals who felt themselves aggrieved, in not 
having been selected to be members of it; the 
result has been only a more cordial union 
amongst tlie members of the many difTerent 
communions who formed this comprehensive 
body. 

The commitments to the county gaol for cri- 
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minal offences, may be taken for a measure of 
the impression wluch was made on the most 
abandoned portion of the community. And 
from Bilston I learn that the commitments to 
Stafford Castle, during the quarter between 
Midsummer and Michaelmas, were not one half 
in the present year of what they were during the 
same period in the years preceding. 

In addition to those proofs now given of de- 
crease in manifest iniquity, we have to offer most 
satisfactory evidence of a growth in some im-' 
portapt points of Christian excellence. Such for 
instance is the observance of the Lord's day. 
Shops closed which used^ always to be open, 
business suspended which used on this day to be 
regularly carried on, and a large increase of 
attendance on public worship, in all places set 
apart for that purpose ; these most decided 
symptoms of improvement have prevailed 
throughout the district without exception. Of 
the churches in particular, I have received from 
nearly all quarters, the most interesting reports. 
(See Appendix, No. VII.) And of my own, I 
am thaiJdul to bear testimony, that it conti- 
nues up to the present date, to be better filled 
than ever ; many who used to attend the morn- 
ing service only, now coming also in the after- 
noon; many who used to attend only in the 
afternoon, now coming also in the morning; 
and many now coming to one service or to 
both, who used to find no time for either. 

And this attendance is not only more ftdl and 
frequent, but also more punctual and devout ; 
the number being now less of those who inter- 
rupt the devotions of their brethren, by entering 
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after the service has commenced, and tbose 
voices being more numerous which join in the 
jesponses, give assent with an audible Amen, and 
swell in vocal psalmody the songs of prayer and 
praise. To this it may be added, that our week- 
day lecture, consisting of the Evening Prayet 
and written exposition of the Scriptures, was 
remarkably well attended, as long as the day- 
light aUowed it to take place at tbe usual bonr 
of the evening. And tbis year, instead of leaving 
it off at Michaelmas, we have continued it at 
three in the afternoon, with a congregation, 
which considering the avocations of our pa- 
rishioners, amply justifies the undertaking. The 
same was tbe case at St. Geoi^e's Cbuich, 
Wolverhampton, where tbe service for Evenii^ 
Prayer, used daily, without a sermon, for seven 
weeks, was attended by considerable numbers. 

Nor is it hexe unworthy of remark, that the 
occasional offices of the Church have met with 
the same increased demand, as her sabbath and 
daily service. At maiiy churches where iuquiiy 
has been made, the baptisms have been much 
more numerous, during what may be called the 
Cholera Quarter of tlie year, AVhilst at Sedgley, 
the increase of the number of marriages has 
been particularly striking. From August 1, to 
November 30, our register shows thirty-nina 
marriages for a. d. 1831, and for a, d, 1832, 
during the same period, no less than sixty-twoi. 
Considering the sickness, dismay, and distress, 
which prevailed here lor a great, part of that 
period, this fact goes far to prove a conviction 
in the consciences of many, that they might nq 
longer live together unmarried. 
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But an increase in the number of communi- 
cants is the best of all evidence that can be 
afforded by any attendance on religious ordi- 
nances. This has been particularly remarkable 
at the Old Churchy in the parish of Kingswin- 
ford, where the attention of the congregation 
was very seasonably drawn to this most import- 
ant subject. The same measure was adopted 
in Sedgley parish church ; and the exhortations 
here delivered from the pulpit have been at- 
tended with some considerable success. During 
the last six years^ the frequency of communion 
has been gradually increased, from thrice^ to 
twelve times in the year. And the New Church 
at Coseley, opened within these three years, is 
attended by many of our former communicants. 
And yet we counted at the last communion 
administered, a larger number than we ever 
remember to have seen assembled on the like 
occasion here before. (See Appendix, No. VII.) 

Thus far attendance on religious ordinances 
has been proposed for a proof of religious im- 
pression; not as being the best evidence that 
could be conceived, but as being the one which 
best admits of being measured by number. If 
we coidd count the hearts which have been truly 
turned from sin, to serve the living God, if we 
coidd have heard the prayers that have been put 
up in secret, if the tears which have been shed 
in penitence, and the purposes which have been 
formed in faith, would admit of being observed 
by any human sense, or measured by any earthly 
arithmetic, I doubt not but that there might 
have been laid before my Christian readers, an 
amount of holiness and love, such as would fiU 
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us, under the pressure of our affliction, with joy 
and than kfiilii ess. 

But these are things which can be known 
with certainty only in the presence of tlie angels 
of God. And though the minister of the Gospel 
has numerous opportunities to judge of the 
spiritual growth of individuals, his own private 
opiniona would scarcely be entitled to have the 
same weight in evidence, as pertinent and mea- 
surahle facts. And were it otherwise, he is 
inclined to think, that in these matters between 
a man and his Maker, between the soul and its 
Redeemer, it is better for charity on fair pre- 
sumption to believe, than for the tongue or the 
pen to blazon. Else he could tell of many a 
Christian brother, now turned, aa he believes, 
effectually, to a Christian life. Else he could 
relate many a tale of passions mortified, of sins 
subdued, of evil spirits cast out, of grace re- 
ceived not in vain. 

Only two heads more of evidence shall be 
offered, and they botk of a tangible deBcription, 
in proof of the rehgious impression which has 
here been made. The first is the great extent to 
which almsgiving has been carried, in relieving 
the distresses of the poor. Large as have been 
the contributions of strangers, and cheering as is 
the evidence they afford of the Christian sym- 
pathy which has been felt in distant parts, that 
assistance which has been rendered by thostt 
resident on the spot, has been no less williiig, 
no less ample, in proportion to our means. In 
some of the parishes the sums mentioned in the 
Table, (Column XVII.) were raised in great 
part amongst the parishioners themselves. In 
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Sedgley, instead of a public subscription of the 
inhabitants, they were exhorted, and they fol- 
lowed the exhortation, to give largely, each 
severally to their neighbours. (See Appendix, 
No. V.) In many instances that we heard of, 
and doubtless in many more which are unknown, 
the poor had little collections among themselves, 
denying themselves the necessaries of life, that 
they might provide some of its comforts for their 
sick neighbours. 

The last proof to be brought forward, is the 
eagerness which has been manifested, through- 
out the district, for the possession of the Sacred 
Volume, as well as of I^rayer Books, and reli- 
gious books and tracts. It occurred to the Dis- 
trict Committee of the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, at their quarterly meet- 
ing, held at Bilston, that so excellent an oppor- 
tunity ought by no means to be lost, for sowing 
in this method the Gospel seed. We resolved, 
therefore, to make a grant of such help as we 
could aflford, to the parishes that were chiefly 
afBicted ; and to apply also to the parent society, 
for their assistance, in this labour of Christian 
love. (For the resolutions, correspondence, and 
grant, see Appendix, No. VI.) We received 
immediately a bountiful supply of five hundred 
Testaments, five hundred Prayer Books, and five 
bundled religious tracts suited to the occasion. 
These we divided among the parishes in con- 
nexion with our district committee, which had 
suffered by cholera, in proportion to the amount 
of population. And the eagerness with which 
these books have been sought for by the poor, 
has been at least as great as any which has been 
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shewn, for a share in the relief afforded to 
their temporal necessities. Such at least was 
the case in this pariah ; where our allotment was 
immediately distributed. And though by the 
kindness of some unknown Christian fhends, 
we have received further assistance, in the same 
sort, to a much larger amount, there are slill 
hundreds of famihes unprovided with either 
Bible, Testament, or Prayer Book, of whom we 
have reason to believe, that at this juncture they 
would receive them thankfully, preserve them 
carefully, and use them profitably. 

One word must now be added in conclusion, , 
as to the sermons to which tliis narrative is prfri; 
fixed. The three first and the last were eacW. 
published singly, and distributed &eely in the.' 
parish, as soon as possible after having been used, 
in the pulpit. Three others have been selectedc 
to complete the volume, with a view to fosrmin^ 
something like a course of such subjects, as a _ 
most suitable for a time of epidemic diseasei, 
Would that they may be read with the ! 
attention mth which they were kindly heard^ 
"Would that they may be read under the samti 
impressions with which they were both hear^ 
and written ! Then would both the head ana 
heart be quickened, the one to feel, the other b 
conceive. Then one kind of knowledge onl]^ 
would greatly be desired, the knowledge of Stsa^^ 
Christ; and one thing only would be though^ 
deeply needful, the saring of the soul througli 
Him. 



SedgWa !■ 
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No. I. 

ADDRESS ACCOMPANYING THE PAPER OF MEDICAL 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

To the Inhabitants of the Parish of Sedgley. 

The Cholera Morbus is a deadly pestilence, by means of 
which it has pleased Almighty God to cut off great num- 
bers of mankind in foreign parts. It is our duty to 
prevent by all means in our power its increase amongst 
ourselves ; to preserve our own lives, and those of our 
neighbours. For this end you will receive herewith some 
very useful practical directions ; and amongst them you 
will find it especially recommended to keep the mind free 
from alarm. Now there is no such antidote to the fear 
of death, as the answer of a good conscience towards 
God, and the hope of life eternal through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. I have thought it therefore my duty at this 
fearful season, to remind you of these thmgs for your 
greater comfort. And I intreat your earnest attention to 
the few plain rules which follow. 

1. Examine yourself thus : Am I now fit to die ? Have 
I a good hope, and a good ground of hope to be saved 
through Jesus Christ ? (See 2 Cor. 13. 5.) 

2. Have I a true and lively faith in God's mercy, 
through Christ, with a thankful remembrance of His 
most precious death, and a lively hope of His eternal joy ? 
(Mark 11. 22. Heb. 11. 6.) 

3. Repent heartily of whatever you know you have 
done wrong; repent heartily before God. (Mark 1. 15. 
Luke 18. 13.) 
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4. Amend your life without delay, Btrivin(( diligently 

lo be more pure, sober, and charitable, more holy, 

heavenly minded. (James 4. 8. Rom. 13. II. 12., 

5. Read daily in God'a holy Word, which alone »^. 
instruct you in hia will, "which alone can make you n' 
unto salvation. (John 5, 39 Psalm 910 • 

6. Pray daily for God's Holy Spirit. More espeeii 
on the Lord's Day, and in his house. Pray daily. J 
for your help herein, accept, botli for private use, and 
family devotion, the prayer which follows. (Phil. 4. 6, 

From your faitnfu! Friend and Pastor, 

Chables Girdlebtonb, 
Koarojtf, 8e^lej/,Notieinber 1831. 



O Almighty God, who hast visited the nations near vj 
with the sudden death of thousands, spare, we beseec 
Thee, this Thy favoured land, the wrath which to o 
uns ia justly due. Warn us effectually, whilst we j _ 
have time, that we boast not ourselves of to-morrofl 
Incline us to remember that in the midst of life we are i 
death. And so teach us to number our days, that n 
may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 

Humnly I confess that in the pride and hardness of m 
heart I have shewn my «f^ unmindful of Thy past r — 
cies, and have fallowed, unthankfully, my own i 
will, instead of Thy most righteous laws. Give me. 
Thy Holy Spirit, the grace to turn to Thee with t__ 
repentance ; that thus I may obtain to-day, tltroug 
Cnriit, that pardon, which to.morrow it may be too li 

Strengthen me by Tliy might in the Lnner man agaiiil 
the power of sin, and the terrors of death. Grant Iluit . 
may grow daily in faith and holiness. That so, howen 
soon tay time may come. J may give up my soul lot 
Thy hands, O Gracious Father, in the hope of life et« 
nal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Similar patloral exhoriutinns uirrf iasaed by tht m 
tvrs (jfaome of Ike neighhoaring parishes. 
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No. II. Letter from theReo, John HoweUs, Curate of Tipton, 

Tipton, December 12, 1832. 
My dear Sir, 

In answer to your inquiries relative to the Cholera 
at Tipton, I beg to mform you, that eight houses were 
completely emptied of their inhabitants. And in the 
family of Nathaniel Keeley, consisting of fourteen per- 
sons, two only were left aUve. The effects are still visible 
in those who have recovered after a severe attack ; the legs 
being often covered with small knots, the consequence 
of the cramps, and being also extremely weak. I regret 
that imder the pressure of duties connected with the 
relief of the sufferers, I have no time to add further 
particulars. 

I remain. 

My dear Sir, truly yours, 

J. HOWELLS. 



No. III. Mary Harris's Case. 

In consequence of an unfortunate occurrence connected 
with this distressing case, it has been deemed advisable, 
for the purpose of giving the public correct information 
on the subject, to publish the following affidavit of the 
husband of the patient, containing a full explanation of 
all the circumstances. 

Dudley, Saturday Evening, August 25th, 1832. 

THE AFFIDAVIT ABOVB RBFERRED TO. 

County of 1 The voluntary examination of Benjamin Harris, 
irorcM<*r. J taken on oath this 25th day of August, 1832, 
before Thomas Badger, Esq. one of his Majesty's justices 
of the peace acting in and for the county of Worcester, who 
deposes and swears as follows : I live near to Mr. Cox's 
warehouse, in Wolverhampton-street, in Dudley, and I 
am employed as a nail weigher by Mr. Cox. My wife, 
Mary Harris, went on the evening of yesterday week, to 
see her daughter, Mary Ann, the wife of Samuel Barns- 
ley, who lives at New Town, in the parish of Rowley 

a 



I 
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Re^s, in coQBequence of beiog told that if she wished to 
see her daughter alive, (who was suffering frcrm a Eevere 
attack of Cholera) she muit go to her immediately. 1 
also went to see my daughter, on the same night, before 
my wife started from home. I left my daughter a sbon 
time before my wife reached her house. She wbb ex- 
tremely ill. My wife stayed with her all night, and did 
not return home till the Saturday noon j she went to her 
again on the Saturday evening, and remained with her 
until Sunday irtoriiing, when my daughter died. My 
wife eomplained of feeling imwell, but attended onr 
daughter's funeral the same evening, and afterwards we 
returned home, where she continued until ThursdaT 
morning, when she became very ill, and was seized with 
cramp. She had previuusly complained uf her stomach 
being disordered. I wanted to go for Mr. Roberts, the 
surgeon, but my wife would not allow me to do so, as 
she would wait and see how she should be. She remained 
upon the screen till towards one o'clock, and then w 
upon the bed, and 1 immediately applied for Mr. Robert^ J 
at his surgery, but he had gone into the town, I left! 
word for nim to see my wife, and he came to her about fl 
four o'clock. Mr. C. Cartwri^ht, Jun. to whom 1 had! 
also applied, had previously visited her and supplied her.B 
with medicines. Mr. Roberts stayed with tier somsl 
time, and gave directions about her treatment, to the tirO'l 
women who were attending and nursing her. I followt^V 
Mr. Roberts to his surgery and received some pills, aiAm 
a pint of brandy from him ; he told me he should see her I 
again soon ; be attended again twice that evening, mc. at I 
half past seven and a. httle before ten, he said itwastl 
very malignant case. Mr. Roberts was very kind audi 
attentive: be called to see her in the early part of yester- W 
day morning, soon after eleven he came again a second I 
time with Mr. Cartwright, Jun. and Dr. M'Gratb, of ibaM 
33d Regiment, quartered in Dudley j they all eiamjnedj 
her, and Mr. Roberts gave further directions for herfl 
treatment; Mr. Roberts called a third time, between two's 
and three o'clock in the afternoon, and directed bat fl 
applicationa to be cuntloued, and be came a fourth tin 
to my wife at about ten o'clock at night, and at all the 
viuts he showed great anxiety for the recovery of mj" I 
wife, and paid her every care and attention, ana at hu j 
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viiiC last night my wife said to him, " Mr. Robert*, 
ver can forf^t your liindness, and I'll do nothing but 
vhat you order." Mr. Roberts said he would see her 
again id the morning, but eipreseed his fears nbout the 
result ( he desired he might be informed how she was in 
the morning. After Mr. Roberts left, she gradually 
became worts. I remained up all night, but slept a few 
hours on the screen. She had two women constantly 
with ber all uigbt. She became very restless in the 
night, and would not rsmain in bed ; she was assisted 
out of bed several times ; she became still worse towards 
morning, and was again assisted, out of lied about a quar- 
ter paat eight : she was then very weak and frightfully 
blue in her appearance, I left her to buy some more 
brandy, and when I came back with it I obseri'ed a still 
greater change : she was in a dying state, her eyes were 
dosed, ber mouth wide open, she became motionless, 
and her head hung over the back of her chair. 1 
screamed out loudly, and was farced out of the room and 
taken doivn stairs by the women who were attending her. 
I remained in the kitchen In a distracted state, and 
shortly afterwards the women came down stairs again 
and said " it was all over, she was gone." 1 told them 
not to lay ber out till tbey had aome more brandy in their 
mouths. 1 then went for more brandy, and gave some 
to each of the three women, before they proceeded to lay 
out my wife. They then tied handkerchiefs round their 
mouths, and went to lay her out. 1 then went to Mr. 
Robert's house, where I saw that gentleman, and told 
him that my poor wife was dead. He did not see her 
again, nor did 1 ask or wish him, aa I thought it quite 
unnecessary. My wife was laid out upon the floor. The 
nurses and myself all remained in the house, down stairs, 
several hours, but we did not go up etairs where the 
body was, as we were afraid of contagion. I ordered a 
coffin from Benjamin Pellowes, the carpenter, hut it was 
not brought home. I continued in a disconeokCe state 
till after three o'clock in the afternoon, when I thought 
it prudent to smoke a pipe. 1 was soon afterwards 
haling over the fire, when I heard a groan, which 
alarmed me very much, as 1 thought it a token of some 
further misfortune. I got up and went to the back 
door, when I heard another groan, which terrified roe 
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eiceedinglf, At length a. thought Htruck me, and si 
moQing up a resolution I went up stairs into the room 
where my wife had been laid out on the floor. To my 
great astonishment I found my wife upon the hed, and 
after gazing at her, shortly, I saw her open her eyex, and 
move her hand. I was Btruuk with horror, and ran down 
stairs, and was scarcely able to get out of the hou 
when I fell against the wall and became ineensible. 
recovered, and told a neighbour that my wife had come 
to life again. He reasoned with me, but I told him if he 
had the courage to go with me into the room he would 
soon be convinced that she wae alive. Some oi 
to tell Mr. Roberts what I had stated, but he did not 
come down as he said 1 must be mistaken. After some 
hesitation, I and my neighbour went up into my wife's 
room together, where we saw enough to satisfy us that 
she was not dead, 1 was again overpowered, and shortly 
afterwards 1 sent for Mr. Roberts, and the raessenger tolfl 
him what had happened, he immediately came to the 
house, when he saw m^ wife, and ordered fresh remedie« 
to be used. My wife is atiU alive and seniiible, she can 
talk, but cannot explain how she was able to get from the 
floor into bed. 1 feel bound to stale, that every possible 
attention has been paid to my wife, and she has more 
than ODce expressed her gratitude. Every thing hu 
been done for her. The medical gentlemen are still unre< 
mitting in their kindness and attention to her. And I 
am quite aatislied whatever may be the result that n 
blame attaches to any one in respect of the melanchol/ 
occurrence which has taken place. 

Benjamin 
Sworn before me, this 25th ^ 
day of August, 1832. 
We regret to state that this poor woman expired this 
(Sunday) morning, at live o'clock. 



J Thomas 



No. IV. From the Wolverhampton Chroaicle. 

PoTSOitage, BiUtan, Aug. 21, 1832. 
The state of Bilston continues frightful in the extreme, 
without aof abatement of the disease whatever. Oar 
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distreaa has been increased by want of medical fud, all 
our profeBsional gentlemea having been worn out by 
fatigue and exertion. So long as they had the strenetb 
tbey were moat active, and we feel much indebtedto 
ihem. Since Saturday, by the kindoesB of some of the 
medical gentlemen in BirminghEun, eauecially Mr. S. Cos, 
we have had aid from that place. We have also written 
to the Central Board, who will send to us a physician 
from town. When and where this most awful visitation 
will end God only knows ; here it is unhappily increased 
by the wretched condition of the poor. We help their 
starving Etate in the best way we can. We relieved last 
week from a inbecription raised amongst the inhabitants, 
SU families, and we are still proceeding in the same 
good work, our fund amounting to 200/. It has been 
quite impoasible to transmit a correct list of casex to the 
Central Board, the medical gentlemen not having had 
time to make out their respective lists. But this I ma)' 
Bay with truth, and I tremble whilst I give you the slate- 
raent, that from the fourth of this montn up to this 
rooming there have been 1,200 cases of Cholera, and 
340 deaths, within the township of Bilston. In this 
wretched situation I earnestly implore the prayers of 
JQVI readers to Almighty God on our behalf. Under the 
sanction of the highest medical authorities in Birming- 
ham, I came to the painful resolution of closing my 
church on Sunday last, to prevent the congregating 
together of the people, nothing tending so much to spread 
the disease. A copy of my address to the inhabitants, 
on this melancholy subject I have enclosed for you*. 

pain and reluctance I have prevaDed upoo myaelf to Bniinuuce 
to you that there will be no public worihip Ihii day in 8L 
Leonard's Chapel. In taking this step I am doing great tio- 
lence to my sense of religious duty ai a ChriBlian minisler, and 

now placed. Having learned from the highest medical aulho- 
riries that large sssemhlageB of people congregated together tend 
more than any thing else to spread disease, 1 have, aller miicit 
serious reflection, come to the present determination. I hope, 
however, that all persons bearing the aacred name of Christians 
wiQ " Bemember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy." I hope 
that fiunily worship will not be forgotten on this most solemn 
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Those who know me will aympathue with me in my 
distress in thus feeling compelk.il to forego the comfort 
of public worship myself, and <!eprivjng my afflicted 
flock of the same ponaolalion. 

Porsonoje, Bihfrm, Aug. 28, 1832, Ttoefce o'clock. 
Sir, 

With H heart full of anguish, I senil you the fol- 
lowiog statement ; — The pestilence continues its ravages 
amongst us in a frightful manner. Since its appearance 
on the third instant, up to the present hour, 530 of the 
inhabitants have been swept away, which ia, as nearly as 
possible, one twenty-seventh part of the whole population. 
Well might I implore, last week, the prayers of your 
readers to Almighty God for our deliverance ! I earnestly 
implore them still j but, Sir, my parishioners crave pecu- 
niary aid also. As a Christian minister, I beseech all 
Christian people, whom God has blessed with the means, 
to give us their alms on this most urgent occasion. As 

ta Clergyman of the eetablisihed church, I entreat my bro- 
ther clergymen to make collections for our relief in their 
parish churches. Our necessities are increasing every 
hour, and our resoiu'ces are fast failing us. Three hun- 
dred pounds have been granted to the Board of He^th 
out of the poor rates, but this sum will not pay for the 
(Hjfiins of the dead. All kind of business ia at a stand : 
nothing reigns here but want and disease, death and de- 

■ Bolation ! IVo of our medical men have perished; two 
H more have left the place to recruit their e<ihausted 
H strength; my respectable neighbours are nearly worn out 

I S 

I EE 

■ thai 
I 



in 1 uid that every household throtighout the toniuhip will 
united prsyera and auppliealionB implore the God of all 
a ID turn away from m thai giievoua calamiiy with which 
pleSKd Him til visit us. I lEspectfully aSWr ihpse eaiai- 
ins lo my dtssenting brethren, and shall be thankful to find 
thai they come to the satne conclusion us myieir. My unlleat 
young friend, Mr. Fletcher, coincides with me in opinion, and 
10 say Ibi liiiu, that his chapel will also he dosed. 

W. Leiou, Incumbent of Bilslon. 
[. B. The Board of Health earnestly entreat the diflferenl 
Lodges and Benefll Societies not to attend for the premat any 
funetal whatever of their respectivE members. 

W. Leiob, Chdnnan. 
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by mental anxiety and exertion; I, myself, have been 
confined to myr house since last Thursday, and nearly the 
whole of that time to my bed. Dr. Mecann, the humane, 
and sensible, and indefatigable physician sent to our aid 
by his Majesty's privy council, hs^ made arrangements 
which, under God, may benefit us. We have also re- 
ceived medical assistance from Birmingham ; we have an 
hospital, a dispensary, a house of recovery, a house for 
the distribution of provisions to the starving and the 
destitute, but all must fall to the ground for want of 
money. This, however, will not be sufifered in a land of 
charity ; to many of our neighbours we are already much 
indebted, and we shall be to very many more. Any sum 
remitted to me, or to Messrs. Jones, Son, and Foster, 
bankers here, will be received with heartfelt gratitude. 
If I had strength, I would send this tale of woe to the 
editors of other papers, but I have not, and must leave it 
to their well-known humanity to copy it from yours. 
Once more I implore your readers to offer up their prayers 
to Almighty God for our support and our deliverance ; 
once more I implore alms from all who have the means. 
I implore them thus to come and " stand between the 
dead and the living," and that, by God's mercy, ** the 
plague may be stayed." 

W. Leigh, 
Incumbent of BUston. 



No. Y. Rssolution passed at Sedgley, August 23, 1832. 

At a meeting of the inhabitants of the parish held in 
vestry this day, it was resolved, 

Tfaiat with a view to preventing the increase of cholera 
in this parish, a public subscription be raised, by appli- 
cation to the non-resident proprietors, and to others, who 
may be disposed to assist ; whilst those who reside in the 
parish agree to promote the same object by administering 
the utmost relief in their power in their respective neigh- 
bourhoods. 

No. VI. Besolwtions of District Committee, 

At a quarterly meeting of the District Committee of 
the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, held at 
Bilston^ September 27, 1832> it was resolved^ 
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That in consequence of the prevalence of cholt 
tfaia distiict, there be gra-Oted from this committee to the 
most afflicted parishes, a supply of tracts, as foUows: 
500 of No. 435, and 100 of No. 177, to Bilston, Wolver- 
hampton, Tipton, Sedgley, Kingswinford, Wedoeabury, 
Darkston, and half the same number to Tettenhail and 
WiUenball. 

That application be made to the parent societ]', for 
assistance m the supply of Testaments to the poor, at ' 
season when they manifest a strong disposition to rea 
and value them. 

That an address be pTepared by the secretaries, and 
circulated throughout the district; calling on all partiec 
to forward at this season the designs of tbe society, both 
by increase of subscription, and by a more wide circular 
tion of books. 

Tte AddreSf. 



At the quarterly meeting of this committee, held at 
Bilston, on Thursday, October 27th, the secretaries were 
instructed to prepare an address to be circulated through^ 
out the district, in reference to the religjoua excitement 
which has taken piace during tbe prevalence of cholera. 
And certainly it would ill become us as members of thia 
committee, or as members of a Christian church, to lei 
slip so favourable an opportunity for the pramotbg of 
Christian faith and Christian practice. When the femiil 
increase of mortality has made all more careful to prepare 
for death, when our churches are more than usually filled, 
when the haunts of drunk enness are comparatively empty, 
when the Sabbath is less openly profaned, when the voice 
of the swearer is for a while silent in our streets, then 
surely the ground is ploughed ready to our hands, and 
they who care that their "brethren perish not must 
forward to cast in good seed. 

It is moat desirable that at this season great efibrti 
should be made, to provide every family with a copy uf 
those Scriptures, which they are now so anxious to po»- 
Hss. Now too should be abundantly disseminated thosa 
writings and tracts of faitliful men, which help greatly- 
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expound the sacred volome, and answer in some sort to 
the solitary reader the purpose of a minister at hand. 
And especially it will he most useful to supply largely 
the excellent Liturgy of our Church, without which 
our poorer hrethren are often reluctant to attend divine 
service. 

Let us hope that when so much is heing done to relieve 
the sickness of the hody, some proportionate pains will 
he taken for the healing of the immortal spirit. Let us 
endeavour that the instruction of the ignorant shall keep 
pace with the feeding of the hungry and clothing of the 
naked. Let us hope that many will now give their help 
to a society, which forwards the chief objects here in- 
sisted on, in conformity with the doctrine and discipline 
of the church. Let us endeavour, those of us who are 
already members of it, to labour with renewed diligence 
and zeal, in the good work which we have undertaken to 
promote. 

The Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge sup- 
plies at reduced prices, to its members, for distribution, 
the Scriptures, the Liturgy, and many books and tracts 
on the chief points of Christian faith and practice. The 
District Committee receives subscriptions both for the 
parent Society and for its own funds ; and the latter it 
expends in establishing depots of books, and reducing 
the price of them to its members. And further, on ac- 
count of the prevalence of cholera in this neighbourhood, 
it has granted to the parishes most afflicted, a supply of 
tracts suited to a season of sickness and mortality. And 
it is endeavouring by this application to raise the means 
of an extensive distribution of Bibles and Testaments. 

The secretaries have the pleasure of announcing, that 
whilst this address was in preparation, the parent Society 
has granted 500 Testaments, 500 Prayer Books, and 500 
Tracts, for the use of those parishes connected with this 
District Committee which have suffered most severely 
by the cholera. And they earnestly hope that this liberal 
grant will be seconded by such ample contributions in 
the neighbourhood, as may enable them to place the 
Scriptures in every house, where there is one able and 
willing to read them. 
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Dear Sir, Sept. 20, 1832, 

I re(|uest your attention to the following resolu- 
tions of the South of Stafford Mining Dixtrict Com- 
mittee j passed Ht their quaxterly meeting, Sept. 27, at 
the School House, BUston. 

(Here foUom the reaohUiima given above J 

In pursuance of these resolutions, it becomes my duty 
to state to the Society, that there prevails throughout 
this afflicted district a most marked improvement in the 
religious disposition of the people. The churches a 
filled beyoDfi all precedent. And, what may be com 
dered perhaps nearly as sure a test, the public-houses and 
besrshopK are comparativ-ely empty ; under these circom- 
atancea, we have felt it our duty to use every effort in our 
power to keep alive the impression so deeply made. And 
we are persuaded, that alarRedieCrihution of Testaments, 
would be one of the moat eflectual measures for that end. 

I ought to add, that the state of our own funds doe< 
not admit of out doing more than is implied in resolti- 
tion first. For, thouah you will have perceived by oor 
Inst report, that we have above 150 subscribers, and' 
thotigh we have annual collections in our churches in 
rotation, it must take us some years to form a stock of 
books adequate to the wants of this district, during 
which time we must be in debt, as at present we are 
largely, to the parent society. The parishes mentioned 
in resolution first, contain about 100,000 people. We 
have thought it not worth while to follow any exact pro- 
portion in the tracts, but in the case of a grant of Testa- 
ments, we should wish to allot them to eacli parish in 
proportion to the amount of population. Indeed it is 
our purpose to make any such grant we may obtain, the 
basis of an appeal throughout tlie district, to all thote 
who are able to help, with a view of furnishing every 
house with a Testament. Bibles, in such a case, we 
dare not venture to ask for; there being probably 3000 
hoases, where there is a reader and no Scriptures. 
I remain, dear Sir, 

■ Yours very faithfully, 

, Secretary. 




Your letter of the 29th ull. was laid, on Monday 
last, before the Standing Committee of the Society for 
PromotiDg Christian Knowledge, and I have now very 
great pleasure in acquainting you, that, at a general 
meeting of the Society, holden yesterday in Lincoln's 
Inn Fields, the Board unanimously agreed, on the recom- 
mendation of the Standiug Committee, to place at the 
disposal of the Stafford Mining District Committee 500 
Testaments, 500 Common Prayer Bookis (of such sizes 
as vDU might thinlt proper to specify), and 500 copies of 
Bishop Patrick's " Persuasive to a cheerful Trust in God 
(a consolatory discourse in these times of trouble ami 
danger, 1665)," for distribution in the several towns and 
viUi^es of the district, that have been visited hy the 
cholera- The reading of your letter produced a pon'ertul 
e^ct on the mind and feelings of every member present 
at the meeting; and the Board considered, that the 
representations therein made demanded a more than or- 
dinary demonstration of the Society's liberality. 

If you will have the goodness to let me knoiv, by re- 
turn of post, what sized Testaments and Prayer Books 
would he most acceptable, and what number of each size 
you would wish to obtain, I will, on the receipt of your 
letter, order the Society's bookseller to carry the resolu- 
tion of the Board into immediate effect, 

I remain, dear Sir, 
Your faithful and obedient servant, 

WiLUAM PABK£n, Secretary. 



No. VII. Extract of a Letter by the Rev. S. Lowe, Rector 
qfDarlaston. 
The effect of the visitation here, has been a general 
awakening among all classes and denominations ; so that 
all our congregations have been sensibly increased ever 
since. Among many hopeful cases of mdividuals, one 
may well be more especially noticed for the encourage- 
ment of praying pnrents. P. R. is the son of a pious 
Widow, who iiaa long mourned over his proftigate course. 
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About the Beasoa when our wake was set aside b 
neral consent, and our beer house shut up, he ivas i 
ing in a shop within hearing of the cries of a notorious 
drunkard djing of cholera. These so affected him, that 
he soon afterwards dro\med hia bull Aag, and betook 
himself to hia long neglected Bible ; and now for three 
monthB he has been so consistent in every part of his 
conduct, as to have induced an old companion in un to 
accompany him in his new course of life. 



Extract frw 



The impression produced in the minds of the peopklgil 
this parish was verygrent. The awful solemnity of deall|M 
and the very uncertain tenure upon which life seemed tS^ 
be held, led many to frequent the worship of God, wb» ' 
heretofore had heen very careless and iadiflerent about 
relJflion. Many notoriouely wicked partially reformed, 
ana during the yearly festival of the wake, the tinw 
usually spent in cruel sports, was devoted to the servica ^ 
of God. There were two services in our Church m 
Monday and Tuesday, and one on the Wednesday ; r 
many attended to supplicate dirine mercy, and to intn 
the Lord to spare our guilty town and land. 



Extract from a Letter by the Bev. E. Dories, Curat*' 
He New Parish Church at Kutgsteatford. 

With regard to the religious impression made b;, 
cholera, the congregations in this parish have bectl 
good deal increased, as well as the number of comi 
cants at theLord'sTable jand there was generally a 
greater seriousness throughout the parish. 



APPENDIX VIII. 
A TABLE 

SHOWING SEVERAL MATTERS CONNECTED WITH 
THE SUBJECT OF THIS NARRATIVE. 

For Bilston, Darlastony Dudley, Kingswit\ford, Sedgley, TipUm^i 
fVaUaU, Wednesbury, West Bromwiehf Wolverhampton, Wed- 
ne^ld, WillenhalL 



In this table it is to be remarked that, 

1. The numbers in general are rather below the truth 
than above it ; minute accuracy being neither necessary 
for the purpose here intended, nor attainable by any 
means within the author's reach. 

2. Of the 23 churches, 8 are new within the century ; 
and 10 have been rebuilt, and considerably enlarged. 
There is no addition to church room now in progress in 
the district. 

3. In the colmnn for schools, about half are daily anc} 
half only Sunday schools. Those for boys, for girls, and 
for infants are counted separately. 

4. Of the nine schools in Sedgley parish, two have as 
yet no school rooms, being the Sunday schools held in 
Coseley church, for want of funds for a building. Thi£ 
may possibly be the case with some of the other parishes. 

5. The deaths by cholera, as reported to the Centra] 
Board of Health, usually fell short of the reality ; it being 
next to impossible in such parishes as these for the me- 
dical practitioners to watch the termination of every case 
Thus in Sedgley, whilst the deaths reported are only 2271 
we have since ascertained by the burial registers, no les^ 
than 290. This discrepancy is probably far less in th^ 
parishes where the population is less wiaely spread. 

6. The orphans have in many instances lost both 
parents. And in most cases only those under the age o( 
nine years are counted. 

7. The public subscription in Dudley, Kingswinford^ 
Walsall, West Bromwich, Wolverhampton, and Willen-^ 
hall, was raised chiefly among the inhabitants or pro' 
prietors. In the other cases it was for the most pan 
contributed by friends at a distance, or strangers. Th< 
parish of Sedgley received through the Bilston fund 25r 
from Lichfield, and through the Darlaston fund above 6li 
from a party unknown. 

b 
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ADDRESS 

PREFIXED TO SERMON I. 

To the Parishioners of Sedgley. 



The parish of Sedgley having been severely 
afflicted by the Cholera, I thought it my duty to 
recommend a day of voluntary fasting, in the 
following address; signed by myself and the 
other clergymen officiating in the parish : — 

During the prevalence of Cholera we are 
anxious to impress upon our Parishioners that 
Sickness is God's chastening for the Sin of Man. 
We therefore exhort all to observe on this oc- 
casion a day of solemn Fast and Humiliation ; 
wherein Prayers and Alms may be offered for 
the sick, whilst the healthy give Thanks that 
they are well, and they that have been ill for 
their recovery. For this purpose, there will be 
Services, on Thursday next, September the 
Sixth, in Sedgley Parish Church, at Eleven in 
the Morning, and Three in the Afternoon, be- 
sides the usual Lecture at half-past Six; and in 

B 
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St. James' Chapel, Lower Gornal, at Three in 
the Afternoon. 

There will be Collections after each Service 
towards the Fund for the Relief of the Dis- 
tressed. 



SERMON I. 



THE DUTY OF VISITING THE SICK. 



Matthew 25. 36. 
/ was sidy and ye visited me. 

Whatsoever evil we see around us, what- 
soever evil we feel within, is, we know, 
the consequence of sin. By sin came 
death. And by sin came that which is 
death's messenger, namely sickness. How 
else could we account for it, that in a 
world of God's making, and in men who 
are the work of his hands, the strength 
should fail, the flesh decay, and the form 
moulder in corruption t How else could 
we account for it, that the same sense 
which ministers to our pleasure should 
wring tears and groans from us in agony 
of suffering ! It is sin that has brought 
this evil on us. It is Satan that first 

B 2 
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tempted us to sin, and now works on us 
this miserable consequence. And it is 
God who out of evil always brings forth 
good ; it is God, who by the sufferings 
of the sick contrives to draw them to a 
sense of things divine, to repentance, and 
faith, and love. " Whom the Lord loveth, 
he chasteneth." (Hebrews 12. 6.) It is 
because He loves us, that He thus chastens 
us for sin. It is because He loves us that 
He commits us not at once to everlasting 
death, but urges us by His chastisements, 
to be saved whilst we yet have time. 

Sickness then, is God's chastening for 
sin. All sickness, though it comes 
Satan's work, is directed to this go 
by God. All sickness, even that to whicljl 
we are accustomed, no less than that| 
which is new and strange. But we thiol 
less of this important truth, in such ill 
ness as we are itsed to. This \ 
trace, probably, if we suffer, to careless?! 
ness, indulgence, or exposure to somoil 
known risk. And as we thus see one link! 
in the cause, we ai'c apt to overlook those! 
others which are beneath. Not so whettl 



viaHng the Sick. 

disease assails us in a new and fatal form, 
[otso when those who are the best judges 
,n tell neither whence it cometh, nor 
whither it goeth. When no one can 
reckon by any prudence of his own to 
be sure of being safe, when the young, 
the strong, and the healthy, nay the care- 
ful also, and sober, are not exempt ; then 
we cannot conceal it from ourselves that 
are in the hands of God ; tlien we 
lily apprehend how sickness is God's 
visitation, to chasten us for sin, to move 
us to amendment of Hfe. 

These reflections are, I doubt not, my 
■ethren, familiar to you all at this pre- 
mt time. And conceiving them to be 
now uppermost in your minds, I am de- 
sirous of applying them to every one of 
you, so as to convince all of you of sin. 
Are we agreed then that God's judgments 
are now manifest amongst us ? Who, I 
would further ask, which of you can doubt 
of yourselves, that you have had a great 
share in provoking them ? Which of 
you can deny, that you are, for your sins, 
worthy of death ; aye, worthy of death 
b3 
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eternal? And if of death eternal, what 
is death such as sickness ends in ? The 
struggle of an hour, say a day, what is 
this to the agony of eternity ? And 
though that agony were not to begin 
for many years to come, what are years ? 
What, when they shall have passed, will 
they seem, compared with everlasting 
destruction ? Oh then, if you fear eternal 
death, oh flee from sin, flee from the 
wrath to come. Let disease remind you 
of the sickness of the soul. Let the grave 
suggest to you the bottomless pit. If you 
would escape either, let no one day more 
be wasted ; repent, amend, obey"; in one 
word, believe. 

But besides convincing us of sin, and 
thus leading us to take refuge in the faith 
of our Lord and Saviour Christ, the pre- 
valence pf sickness has another very im- 
portant use, and one which it is my in- 
tention here chiefly to insist upon, the 
stirring up in the beholders compassion 
towards the sick; such compassion namely 
as is a Christian grace, the fruit of Christ- 
ian faith ; such compassion as is a part of 




Christian charity. " I was sick, and ye 
visited me." These are tlie affecting words 
which our Lord tells us He shall use at 
the last day, to those who did so unto 
one of the least of his brethren. " I was 
sick and ye visited me." This is the rule 
He has laid down for the direction of us 
his disciples. " 1 was sick and ye visited 
me." This is one chief good He would 
have come out of this evil, one chief 
benefit He would derive from this sick- 
ness, the exercise of kindness, of personal 
attention, assistance and support, by the 
healthy, for the benefit of the sick. 
L| " I was sick and ye visited me." When 
Hbre consider who it is that will hereafter 
^Speak these words, what a motive shall 
we find in them for our enco'uragement, 
in the most painful of any duties we may 
be called on to discharge, in behalf of the 
diseased. In their condition of most help- 
m less want, of most painful anguish, of most 
■fearful corruption, it is Christ whom we 
^ttiay still conceive to be present with 
them; it is Christ whom in them we 
must conceive ourselves to relieve. " His 
b4 



The duty of 



[sEKin 



I 



IS the prophet describes Him, 
" was so marred more than any man, and 
his form more than the sons of men." 
(Isaiah 52. 14.) No circumstance in the 
condition of our fellow creatures should, 
after this description, be loathsome in our 
eyes. To assuage their pain, to relieve 
their wants, to help their helplessness, 
this we should ever count to be no less a 
privilege than to help our blessed Lord 
Himself. It is the brother for whom 
Christ died. Nay in him it is Christ 
Himself. It is the brother for whom 
Christ died, who will shortly be clothed, 
as in charity we must hope, with glory, 
and honour, and immortality. It H- 
Christ Himself, for He will say it is 
Himself; He will count what we thus 
do as done unto Himself, 
ft Whither should we not run, to see and 

H worship, if Christ might now appear on 
H earth ? What pains should we spare, 
H what cost, to help Him, if now He might 
H be met with, bearing his cross? Behold 
H He is at hand. We need but enter the 
H chamber of the sick. There we need but 
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smooth the pillow of the sleepless, give 
clothing to the naked, food to the hungry, 
and cheer with kindness the spirit of the 
forlorn. We have then visited Christ 
Himself. We have seen Him who is 
now invisible. And hereafter we shall 
hear it from his own gracious voice, " I 
was sick, and ye visited nie." 

For here is another motive, founded 
the same affecting text : not only have 
'e the assurance that Christ is present 
now in each scene of suffering we endea- 
vour to relieve, we have the promise also, 
that if we do so, if we do so out of Christ- 
ian faith and love, under the influence of 
Christian grace, we have the promise, 
that Christ will remember us for good, 
in the great day of final judgment. 
"When the Son of man shall come in 
his glory ;" seen no longer as Son of 
man, but rather as Son of God ; " in his 
glory ;" in that glory which He had with 
the Father before the world began, " and 
all the holy angels with Him," thousands 
and tens of thousands of good and glo- 
rious beings : " Then shall He sit upon 
b5 



the throne of his glory," He shall assume 
in some most signal manner the office of 
a judge ; " and before Him shall be ga- 
thered all nations,'' and we ourselves 
among that multitude. "And He shall 
separate them one from another." What 
an awful separation must that be ! Oh,, 
who would then be set on the left handf. 
Who but would be glad, if by any meanB^ 
he may obtain that he shall be set upon 
the right. And which are they that sh^ 
be there ? And how does our blessed- 
Lord describe them i How will He thea 
account for the distinction which must 
then be made ? "I was sick and ye 
visited me." This is one of the chi( 
among those acts, which will be taken 
for instances of Christian obedience, for 
proofs of Christian faith. This is one of 
the duties, which, if faithfully discharged^ 
will prepare us for receiving the delighfc* 
ful sentence, " Come ye blessed of ra; 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared fw 
you, from the foundation of the world.' 

Nor need we altogether wait for that 
day, distant perhaps we are used to deem 
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it, when " God shall judge the world in 
righteousness by that man whom he hath 
ordained." (Acts 17. 3i.) The visiting 
of the sick, more especially at a time like 
this, carries with it to the believer its 
own immediate reward. Say his health 
or spirits are affected. Suppose, what is 
very probable, that he cannot at a time 
of general infection, help apprehending 
his own risk of disease, conceive him 
pondering with earnest meditation on 
the probably near approach of a change, 
which, even to the best of Christians, 
must be attended with somewhat of 
alarm. In such a juncture, which think 
you of the two courses he has before him 
is best calculated tq cheer his drooping 
spirits, and to fill his soul with holy con- 
fidence ? Shall he seelv his safety io 
seclusion and in flight? Shall he turn 
his back to the voice that cries for help, 
and will this be the thought to give him 
satisfaction, when in the hour of solitude 
he has so selfishly secured, he again finds 
himself reflecting on tlie risk of death ? 
Or will it not rather then rejoice his heart. 
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to think that he has had grace to do his 
duty to his brethren, in a time when that 
duty has been thought most dangerous? 
Will not the help he has bestowed, the 
medicine he has administered, the relief he 
has afforded to the distressed, go far also 
to console himself? And as, in the one 
case, his conscience might probably be 
disturbed by some such words as these; 
I was sick and ye deserted me : will it not 
in the other be supported by the thoughtj 
"I was sick and ye visited me ?" 

Here then I would lay down the first 
practical direction for your conduct in 
such times as these, if ye would be 
counted to have visited Christ. Whether 
there be risk of infection or not, dis- 
charge the duties you owe to each other, 
with tlie same i^eal as though there were 
none. Relations take care of relations, 
parents of children, children of parents 
brethren and sisters, husbands and wives, 
minister to each other, if any one of you 
be overtaken with this sickness, the kind 
offices which your relationship requires. 
There is no dangur in doing your duty; 
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or if there be, it is not so great as the 
knger of neglecting it. The risk of 
eing sick is not so fearful as the risk 
of having it said to you by Christ, " I 
was sick, and ye visited me not." Do 
herein as you would be done by. Should 
wish our friends, if we were ill, to 
lun for us any needless, useless risk ? 
'"We should not. Therefore we need not 
hazard ourselves rashly, uselessly, for 
them. But could we bear them to turn 
us from their doors, to refuse us the 
necessary good offices, which those who 
cannot help themselves must receive from 
those who can ? If not, let none refuse 
now to give all needful help. Let none 
refuse to give it cheerfully, affectionately. 
Let none doubt that to do so is the safest 
, as well as the most Christian colirse to 
(Ursue. For they who are the best re- 
fations, and best friends to each other, 
they who out of love to Christ best ex- 
ercise good will to man, these are the 
most fit, under God's providence, to live, 

Sd the least afraid, under the shelter of 
1 love, to die. 



_as V 
BimrE 
Bwtic 



iJ^ 



Secondly, besides the duty which at 
this season relations should be prepared 
to render to each other, there are good 
offices of the same kind, due from neigh- 
bours to neighbours ; and these should 
rest in like manner on Christian charity, 
and on Christian faith. Thankful I 
to say, that there has been on this occa- 
sion, a zeal most highly to be praised, 
amongst those who are in a situation to 
give help. I know of no one member of 
this congregation, I know of no inhabi- 
tant of this parish, who has either takeu 
flight from the scene of painful duty, or 
refused to take his share in discharging 
it. I know of many who have laboured, 
far beyond their usual habits, nay, I may 
say, beyond their strength, in attending 
on the cases of the diseased, and in 
securing as far as possible, the health of 
the community. Go on, I would now 
say to such, go on in your work of love. 
Go on after the example of Him, who 
" went about doing good." (Acts 10. 38.) 
Give your time and attention to the 
wants of the poor, to the sorrows of the 
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suffering. Learn to see in them the 
image of your Saviour Christ. Learn to 
help them, because He has bidden you ; 
because you believe in Him, and love 
Him, and delight in obeying Him. Then, 
whether it be now his will that you should 
yourselves also suffer, or whether He yet 
spare you for a while, the day be ye 
assured is not far off, when ye shall hear 
his voice in mercy say, ** I was sick, and 
ye visited me." 

Lastly, I would add one word as to the 
collection now to be made in behalf of 
those who suffer, or who without this 
help might be likely to* suffer, by the 
disease. It is true we have exhorted 
elsewhere all those who are able to give, 
that they should help as far as they can, 
their own immediate neighbours. It is 
true that such help has been given, and 
is being given, both by those who are 
comparatively rich, and in many instances 
by the poor among themselves. Yet are 
there in this parish many neighbour- 
hoods, wherein, amongst hundreds of 
poor families, there is scarce one that 
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can in any sense be called rich. Those 
of us therefore who are better off, must 
help those who fare worse. And it would 
ill become us to meet on such an occa- 
sion as this, in the house of God, without 
offering, as alms to Him, some portion 
of our substance for this purpose. You 
may have given already ; but have you 
no more which you could spare ? You 
may have given already, but have you 
no more which you would wish that you 
had given, if this night your soul should' 
he required of you? You may have 
given already ; but have you no more 
which you will feel a pleasure in bestow- 
ing, now that you are in God's house,,, 
have been hearing his word, praying for 
his help, and have been giving thanks, 
if you have been well, for health, and if- 
you have been ill, for your recovery f 
God make you to show forth his praise; 
not only with your lips, but with the gift 
of your hands ; not only with your gifts, 
but ever after with your whole Uves, more 
faithftilly devoted to his service, through 
the grace of Jesus Christ our Lord ! 



ADDRESS 

PREFIXED TO SERMON II. 

To the Parishioners of Sedgley. 



During the prevalence of Cholera in this 
parish^ I can testify with thankfulness and joy 
that there has been felt a very general and a 
very deep impression of divine things. Respon- 
sible as I am for your spiritual edification, I 
have been anxious to make the best of an oppor- 
tunity, when you appear to be so powerfully 
awakened to the necessity of caring for the soul. 
And I have determined therefore on printing, 
and circulating among you, some of the sermons 
which you appear lately to have listened to with 
more than usual interest and attention. One I 
have already published on St. Matthew 25. 36. 
" I was sick, and ye visited me." The second 
you have now in your hands. A third will 
shortly follow on Revelation 14. 13. " I heard 
a voice from heaven, saying unto me. Write, 
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, 
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from henceforth : yea, saith the Spirit, that they 
may rest from their labours ; and their works do 
follow them/' Of these I shall distribute some 
hundreds of copies in the schools and churches. 
And I shall be happy to give one to any pa- 
rishioner who will accept it. Those who prefer 
to buy may meet with them at the usual places ; 
the entire produce of the sale being devoted to 
the fund for the relief of sufierers by the disease. 

From your faithful friend and Pastor, 

Charles Girdlestone. 

Sedgley Vicar agey September 20, 1832. 



SERMON IL 



ON THE GOODNESS AND SEVERITY OF GOD. 



Romans 11. 22. 

Behold therefore the goodness and severity of 
God: on them which feU, severity: but to^ 
ward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his 
goodness : otherwise thou also shaU be cut off. 

It was of the dealings of God towards the 
Jews and Gentiles that St. Paul made 
this remark in the text. But it may be 
profitably applied to the dispensation of 
the Almighty in the sickness which pre- 
vails in this neighbourhood and parish. 
And especially I desire to enforce it, as 
an assurance of the Divine blessing unto 
those who persevere in Christian duty, 
and in Christian faith, unto those who 
shall have grace to continue unto the 
end in the goodness of God. For I can- 
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not doubt that there is at this time a 
strong feeling of religion, raised perhaps 
for the first time in some of you, in others 
renewed and enlarged. And I feel it to 
be my chief duty, as well as my most 
anxious wish, to help in making that im- 
pression permanent. And I pray God, 
that what now I have to say, may serve 
under his blessing-, to make you stead- 
fast in all your better purposes, from this 
day forth, unto your lives' end. 

Behold then, in this pestilence, " be- 
hold the goodness and severity of God ; 
on them which fell, severity." Death is 
in his hand the chastisement of sin. It 
is a proof, and it is one which we have 
now daily before our eyes, that though 
God be gracious, He is also just ; though 
He willeth not to punish, yet in sorae 
cases punish He will. By which I mean 
not that they who perish by disease can 
be known by us to be greater sinners than 
the rest. But this I mean, that in the 
prevalence of disease, we have a proof, 
which we may see more plainly, the more 
disease prevails, that God can and will 
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dispense pain as well as pleasure, suffer- 
ing as well as joy, evil as well as good. 
And this we sliould ever remember, this 
He does by reason of sin, by reason of 
sin committed by man, by reason of sin 
committed by us. Let no one of us hope, 
if we sin, to be exempt from suffering. 
Let none suppose that they who suffer 
are sinners above the rest. But rather 
let all reflect on what our Lord said in a 
like instance, " I tell you, nay, but ex- 
cept ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish." 
(Luke 13. 3.) 

From this view of the severity of God, 
let us turn to the description of his good- 
ness : " but toward thee, goodness, if thou 
continue in his goodness, otherwise thou 
also shalt be cut off." " Toward thee, 
goodness." These words, my brethren, 
come home at this season to every one of 
us. Every one of us at a time like this, 
must have felt it a mercy to be spared. 
Every one of us must be ready to acknow- 
ledge, that it is of God's goodness that 
we are not cut ofl". Not that there has 
been any risk that all should perish by 
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this disease. Not that so much as one 
ill ten are usually ill, or so many as one 
in a hundred usually die. But notwith- 
standing, so universal is the fear of death, 
so well does every one know that for his 
sins he deserves these wages, that in a 
time, when death is known to be more 
than usually busy, every one apprehend* 
some danger to himself. And to every 
one now alive to hear me, at this hour, I 
may repeat as most appropriate to him-- 
self. Behold the goodness of God towards 
thee ! Oh that every one would bear ia 
mind the condition so seasonably added^ 
" if thou continue in that goodness." Oft 
that every one would consider the fearfid! 
alternative, " otherwise thou also shall 
be cut off." 

I am spared ! This must be now th| 
feeling of each of us. This must be thfl 
feeling of every one, who, in a season i 
more than common mortality, has appro* 
Iiended that he might very probably b* 
cut off from the land of the living. I a 
spared for the present. But, Lord, hoW 
long ? I am spared, by God's great good-J 
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ness. But it is only if I continue in his 
goodness ; it is only if I continue stead- 
fast in faith, lively in hope, and fervent in 
charity. These things are " his good- 
ness.** They are the goodness He has 
revealed in his gospel. They are the 
goodness in which I must not only con- 
tinue, but grow also and improve from 
day to day, going on from grace to grace, 
unto " the measure of the stature of the 
fiilness of Christ." (Eph. 4. 13.) 

Examine yourselves then, my brethren, 
examine yourselves, at this season, first 
whether you be in the faith, secondly 
whether you advance in the practice of 
the gospel. In your faith have you ad- 
mitted no doctrine injurious to the honour 
of God; do you hold no opinion that 
helps to allow you in sin ? Do you, in 
short, hold the plummet of Scripture to 
every thought you conceive, either of 
God himself, or of his dealings with man 
his creature ? In your practice do you 
apply constantly the same certain test ; 
humouring no passion, indulging in no 
pleasant conformity to the world, yielding 
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knowingly to no influence of that evil 
spirit, who goeth about seeking whom he 
may devour? EKamine yourselves ; that 
you may know wherein you have done 
wrong; now that you are purposing most 
earnestly for the future to do right. Ex^ 
amine yourselves, that you may know of 
your sins, may confess them, may repent 
of them before God, as well as pray, and 
also labour to amend them. And for 
your help I will now set forth some few 
chief heads of doctrine and practice, in 
which 1 have reason to suppose you most 
lacking, and in which it is most important 
that you should advance, if you would 
continue in God's goodness, if you would 
not be by Him cut off for ever. 

First then, lay the foundation of your 
hope in Jesus Christ, in the atonement 
of his blood, in the sacrifice He made for 
sin, in the covenant He sealed for your 
salvation. Give these things a place fore- 
most in your faith ; let them be what 
youfirst think of, when you purpose any 
good, when you look out for refuge fromi 
any evil. In this duty I suppose many 
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of you to fall short. I suppose, that 
many, when they fear to die, try to cheer 
themselves with thinking of their own 
good deeds. I suppose tliat many, when 
they endeavour to do right, think first of 
how much shame it will here cost them 
to do wrong; or go no further at the 
utmost, than to count how much suffer- 
ing it must entail on them hereafter. 
But if you would continue in God's good- 
ness, try rather, my brethren, to think 
with yourselves thus : I have been re- 
deemed hy the blood of Christ. I have 
been bought with a price. I have been 
born anew to a life of holiness. I have 
been sealed for a child of God ; privileged 
to have grace divine, if only I ask for it 
with faith ; and empowered, if only I have 
grace, empowered to do that which is 
pleasing unto God, through Jesus Christ. 
Dh, how great is this my Saviour's love ! 
Sow shall I fail to love Him, who hath 
bus loved me ! Him will I delight to 
lerve. Him will I rejoice to obey. In my 
I will make his word my rule ; his 
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conduct my example. And both in life and 
death, it is in his merits that I will trust, 
by his sure promise that I will abide. 

The next point of doctrine, in which 
think it probable that many who hear 
me may fall shorty and in which I would 
now most earnestly exhort them to con- 
tinue and improve, is the doctrine of 
grace, or divine assistance, imparted to 
our prayers through faith, and absolutely 
necessary to our obedience. We can no 
more do right, without the Holy Spirit 
helping us, than we can live without 
breathing, or without nourishment be 
strong. Without the Holy Spirit help- 
ing us, we can no more fail to sin, thaa 
without eyesight we could help to 
stumble, or without feet to fall. Do you, 
my brethren, sufficiently consider this, 
in what you try to do right, in what of 
wrong you endeavour to amend ? Do 
you look to this help as absolutely neces- 
sary ; so necessary, that it is of no use 
at all, it is worse than useless, to make 
any eflbrt without it ? Do you long for 
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it ? Do you seek for it ? Do you pray 
for it 1 

Praying is the third thing I have to 
note, as one in which I fear you fall 
short, though a matter of chief import- 
ance towards continuing in the goodness 
of God. In regard to prayer then, I 
would ask, is your faith correct? Is your 
practice right? Do you hold prayer to 
be any thing more than saying prayers ! 
Do you consider sufficiently, that it must 
be an act, not of tlie tongue, but of the 
soul ; tliat the heart must be longing for 
what the lips request ? Do you act upon 
this principle ? If you would do so for 
the future, first, pause before you pray, 
collecting your thoughts by some such 
reflection as this : I am now about to 
address that great Being, who made both 
me, and all I see around me. Next, fix 
your attention on Him to whom you 
pray, as being no less good than great, 
and not only your Creator but your 
Father, Remember always to prefer 
your petitions through the only inter- 
cessor between man and God, even Jesus 
c2 
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Christ our Lord. Begin, my brethreHj 
in these things from this day to amend; 
to amend both your fitith and practice. 
Pray more attentively, pray more spi- 
ritually, pray with more entire trust io 
God's readiness to give, with more entire 
reliance on the power of Christ inter- 
ceding. Thus would your prayer be 
heard by God ; and you thus continuing 
in his goodness, would continue also 
under the shelter of his mercy, and 
escape the wrath to come. 

And now that I have come to pai 
ticulars of your practice, how shall fi 
crowd into the compass of one discourse; 
the many things in which I deeply la- 
ment that you, or rather we all, do daily 
wrong ; the many things in which I would 
now affectionately exhort you daily more- 
and more to do right. Is there here any 
drunkard, any adulterer ? Is there here, 
any swearer, any extortioner? Is there 
here any liar, any gambler, any covetous 
man, which is the same as an idolater? 
To such 1 cannot speak of continuing in. 
God's goodness. Such I would wariv 
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instantly to flee from their sins, or they 
will assuredly be cut off for ever. 

But now for those who are penitent, 
for those who have had grace to avoid or 
forsake the more gross offences, for those 
who are now humbled under the sense 
of God's judgments, affected by their 
conviction of his goodness to themselves, 
and desirous to spend the life He spares, 
in a sober, righteous, and godly manner : 
what counsel shall I give to these for prac- 
tice, in what particulars of goodness shall 
I chiefly exhort these to continue and 
improve, for God's greater glory, and for 

leir own more abiding joy ? 
First I would say to each of you, Read 
more than you have been used to do, 
read more in God's Holy Word. Read- 
ing is but another way of hearing those 
who are not present to speak. In the 
Scriptures we know that holy men of old 
spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost. Reading these is therefore hear- 
ing God speak. And this is the way we 

lay best advance in the knowledge of 
will. Read then more in God's Word. 
c3 
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Read more; and also more attentively* 
Read with more desire to mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest. Read with more 
fervent prayer for grace to guide yoa 
into all truth, to support you in dl 
obedience. 

Next I would urge on you a dud 
respect for the authority of the CburchJ 
for the ministry of men, duly ordained) 
in expounding the truth revealed hj 
Almighty God. Ere gospels were writ* 
ten, apostles were sent forth to preachJ 
And by them ministers were appointed 
under the authority of Christ, to be 
overseers, guides, and helpers of his 
flock. In them it is not their own 
ability or piety, it is the appointment of 
Christ that you are to honour. They 
are his servants not yours. You are his 
people not theirs. But as it is by hia 
authority that they minister, so is it one 
chief part of your duty to Him that you 
endeavour in all humility and respect to 
profit by their ministration. There are 
no sins more manifest in this country 
than the reviling^ mockery, and scorn^ 
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which are daily heaped upon the minis- 
ters of the Church of Christ. There are 
none more likely to have provoked against 
this nation the chastisement we now are 
suffering. There are none which I would 
counsel you more earnestly to flee. Prove 
rather your regard for Christ, by honour- 
ing those whom He hath sent. Honour 
^Jhem, not for their own sake, but for 
Hfeeir work; for that work which He hath 
Hpren them to do ; and which, however 
nl they may perform it, is in their hands 
not theirs but his. 
A third thing I would now urge on 
Bgsu is a more diligent attendance on 
H^blic worship, and on all religious or- 
"flinances. It is true that you who hear 
may seem less to need this exhortation, 
than the thousands who never come to 
Lrtiurch at all. But it will be good for 
Hlhem to see in you a more regular at- 
* tendance, as it will be good for you also 
to attend more regularly. And this you 
must apply to all religious ordinances. 
Private and family prayer, public worship 
in the church, hearing of sermons, de- 
\m C4 
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vout attendance at the baptism of your 
children, at the services for marriage, 
and for the burial of the dead, and above 
all at the communion of our Lord's body 
and blood ; these are parts of goodness, 
in which no Christian must fail to con- 
tinue, who would profit by what the 
Church has provided, by what the Head 
and Shepherd of our Church has or- 
dained. Attend on them more frequently, 
more regularly, more devoutly; with more 
zeal, more faith, more love. 

And finally, in all other points of prac- 1 
tice, examine each of you, in what art 
thou thyself most deficient? In whaii 
dost thou most need to amend? loj 
what is it most hard to thee to continued 
Is it honesty ? Give thou heed then to 
all thy dealings. See thou that in them 
there be no deceit, no oppression of the 
poor, no wronging of the rich. Is it the 
government of the tongue? Take thou 
heed then to thy speech, that there be 
in it no sinful, no idle word. Swear not 
at all, neither by God, nor by heaven, 
nor by thine own soul. Deceive not at 



all. Flatter not at all. But speak the 
truth in love. And mix up ever in thy 
conversation those things wherewith one 
may edify another. Js intemperance thy 
besetting sin, a fondness for meats or 
drinks? Is impurity the foul fiend that 
haunts thy thoughts ? Is vain ostenta- 
tion in thy dress, pride in thy comeUness 
or strength, the prevailing folly of thy 
heart? Mortify then the flesh; treat it 
as a body that is taken from the dust, 
that must unto the dust return, and can 
only he raised in incorruption, if it be 
here denied in sin. Is it the praise of 
men thou art tempted to esteem, rather 
than the praise of God? Look thou 
then henceforth in all thy undertakings, 
look at the great day of judgment to 
come. Conceive the whole world assem- 
bled, the multitude of the heavenly host, 
and all the nations of the earth : and 
remember what the Judge hath declared 
of that day, that He will then deny them 
who now deny Him, and them who now 
Lconfess Him, He will then confess. 

And above all, behold in all, the good- 
c5 
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ness of God. In thy sins, that He hath 
not yet cast thee off; in thy amendment, 
that He giveth thee the grace to amend. 
In thy hfe, that He yet spareth thee to 
live unto Him ; in thy death, that He yet 
offereth thee to die in the Lord. In his 
acts of mercy, that He thus constraineth 
thee to love ; in his very severity, that 
He thus raoveth thee to repent. Behold 
his goodness. Continue in his goodness. 
Meditate on the love He hath shewn for 
thee. Continue in the love He requireth 
at thy hands. Give Him thy heart. 
Serve not, try not to serve, two masters. 
Serve Him, and Him only. So shaltJ 
thou continue in his goodness. So shaltT 
thou not be cast off from Him for ever. 
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PREFIXED TO SERMON III. 



To the Parishioners of Sedgley. 



A TIME of mortality is a time of serious reflec- 
tion. But serious reflection may be joyful as 
well as sad. We may think seriously not only 
of the terrors of God^ but also of his gracious 
promises revealed unto us, and confirmed, 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amongst the many great and good things thus 
secured to us, I am anxious in this discourse to 
set before you the blessedness of a Christian 
death. For, strange as it may seem, there is 
nothing so greatly helps to make us happy 
where we are, as a persuasion that we shall be 
still more happy in the place whither we go. 
And to be so persuaded^ is both the best of all 
antidotes against a sickness which is propagated 
by fear, and the best of preparation for that 
change, which those who are now spared must 
undergo at last 

c6 



36 



That you may be fitted, whenever your hour 
shall come, to die in the Lord, and to enter into 
his glory, is the chief object of this publication, 
and the earnest prayer of 

Your faithful friend and Pastor, 

Charles Girdlestone. 

Sedgley Vicarage, 
Sept. 27, 1832. 



SERMON IIL 



THE BLESSEDNESS OF A CHRISTIAN DEATH. 



Revelations 14. 13. 

/ heard a voice from heaven saying unto me^ 
Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from hencefwth : Yea, saith the Spirit, 
that they may rest from their labours; and 
their works do follow them. 

This voice was heard by St. John from 
heaven ; these words were written in his 
book, for our assurance and consolation. 
They were written to convince us that 
death, however fearful it may be by na- 
ture, is by God*s grace, unto them who 
have his grace, a blessed change. Let 
not us then sorrow as they that have no 
hope. Let not us speak of death as of 
that which has no joy, or of the dead as 
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though they were always to be pitied. 
Let not us apprehend death for ourselves, 
as an evil that has no far greater good 
that should make it welcome to our 
hearts. Let us consider, when we think 
of it, when we reckon it to be near, when 
we expect that it may soon visit us, let 
us consider what the voice from heaven 
saith, " Blessed are the dead." Let ua 
examine which dead they be, " that die in 
the Lord." Let us observe also why they 
are thus blessed ; " that they may rest 
from their labours ; and their works do 
follow them." 

L These reasons it may be well for us 
to treat of first, that they may help us to 
understand what goes before them. "That 
they may rest from their labours." This 
description of what takes place in death 
implies that the life present, is one of 
constant labour. To the poor, and they 
are a large proportion of mankind, thia 
account may seem more just, by reason 
of their daily working for subsistence; 
To the more wealthy it is no less properly 
applied ; to their busy search of greater 
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wealth, and of more abundant pleasure. 
In all, we see daily and hourly fulfilled, 
the curse of labour once pronounced 
against mankind. Nor is this true only 
of the lovers of pleasure, and lovers of 
wealth, of those who work with no view 
beyond the life that now is. Even they 
who die in the Lord, are described in the 
text as having laboured throughout life. 
Even the best of Christians, the most 
feithful, the most humble, the most self 
denying, the most contented, these are 
sure to find much of work and weariness 
in the duties they have here to discharge. 
To wrestle with the corrupt affections of 
the flesh, what a toil is this to many, a 
fatigue which befals them properly as 
servants of Christ. For whilst others 
greedily indulge or faintly control their 
appetites, it is one chief business of the 
converted soul, to bring every thought as 
well as word and deed, under subjection 
to the gospel. 

Another instance of great labour which 
^jffe are bound to undergo in proportion as 
^MPe are true disciples of our Lord, is the 



40 



The blessedness of 



[sERMi 



doing good unto all mankind. To give 
to the unthankful and evil ; how irksome 
is this ! To repeat our benefits, where 
they have failed, once, twice, nay, fifty 
times, to produce any salutary effect 
How wearisome! To labour for peace, 
when all around us seem bent on wrang- 
ling and strife. To follow after soberness 
and temperance, when the whole current 
of men's thoughts seems set upon what 
they shall eat, and what they shall drink. 
To desire, and pray, and work for unity, 
when religious dissension is counted not 
only for a venial sin, but for a meritorious 
duty. What vexation of spirit have we 
here ! And if to this we add the urgent 
necessity of constant progress in our spi- 
ritual course, of never resting where we 
are, but always going on unto perfection; 
of adding to our faith virtue; "and to virtue 
knowledge ; and to knowledge temper- 
ance ; and to temperance patience ; and to 
patience godhness ; and to godliness bro- 
therly kindness, and to brotherly kind-^ 
ness charity;" (2 Pet. 1. 5;) when I say 
we see thus ever, each step that we ad*' 
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vance, our journey as it were lengthening, 
our path more arduous ; must we not ask 
with the Apostle "who is sufficient for 
these things ?" (2 Cor. 2. i6.) must we 
not agree with what has been said of old, 
" Oh death, acceptable is thy sentence 
unto the needy, and unto him whose 
strength faileth." (Ecclus. 41. 2.) " They 
rest from their labours." Yes my bre- 
thren, they toil no more. They are at 
peace with themselves, with their brethren, 
and with God. " They rest from their 
labours ;" and their works do follow them. 
JiJot their evil works ; for these are through 

irist forgiven. Not their sins, for these 
through his merits blotted out. Not 
their unworthy thoughts, not their idle 
words, not their secret deeds of iniquity, 
for these are washed in the blood of 
Christ. Of these God hath said, to those 
who die in the Lord, that He will remem- 
ber them no more. 

And have we any works then, any of 
us, even the best of us, any works that 
are free from sin ? any works that we 
should wish to follow us to that blessed 
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place where God and angels dwell ? If 
none, let us in this text see our error. 
Let us learn that they who die in the 
Lord, must first live in the Lord. Let 
us be assured, that if we live in the Lord, 
in the love of our Saviour Christ, in the 
enjoyment of his grace, in the hope of 
his glory, our works must be of such 
kind as may be fit to follow us. Oiu-s w» 
call them. Ours they are here, and often 
elsewhere in Scripture, graciously called. 
But the works that are fit to follow us to 
heaven, are those which are wrought ia 
us by the grace of Christ, and which ia 
us are not ours but his. 

Works such as these let us never un- 
dervalue either in ourselves or othersL 
Purity, and truth, and charity, self denial, 
and patience in well doing, these are 
things which can be practised only through 
divine grace, and which, when so done» 
are fit to follow those who die in the 
Lord. It is one thing, and it is a sinful 
thing, to put our trust in what we could 
do of ourselves. It is another thing, and 
it is a thing that will greatly minister 
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both to our zeal and comfort, to reflect 
on those instances of obedience and love 
in which the Holy Ghost, working in our 
souls, has prevailed over sin and Satan. 
The abundance of such works as these 
is calculated to confirm our faith, to 
strengthen our trust that we are re- 
deemed through Christ, and to quicken 
our hope that we shall share his glory. 
Whilst on the other liand, if there have 
been no such working, if hfe have been 
all shi, and death have come without 
room for amendment, what works can 
follow to the judgment seat of Christ, 
what hope can that soul, however sad in 
its last moments, however sorry for the 
past, what hope can that sinner have, 
that he shall die in the Lord ? 

Who then are they that die in the 
Lord, who but they which live in the 
Lord ? Who but they, which being jus- 
tified by faith in Jesus Christ, live by the 
Spirit, mortifying the deeds of the flesh, 
growing in grace, looking for, and hasting 
unto the coming of the day of God. This 
is the life that ends in dying in the Lord. 
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Not the trusting to be justified by our 
works ; but the believing in the atone- 
ment of the blood of Christ. Not the 
saying we have faith when we have not 
works ; but the having faith that worketh 
by love. Not knowing these things only, 
but doing them. Not only professing 
them, but practising them. Not to hve 
one while seriously, another carelessly; 
but to have the whole life affected, the 
whole heart sound, the whole soul con- 
verted from evil unto good, from the love 
of pleasure to the love of God. 

When we believe so as to be sure of 
the things we see not, so as to act upon 
the conviction of their reality, this is 
faith. When we thus believe that Jesus 
was the Son of God, that He died on the 
cross for the sins of the world, that by 
his death He hath redeemed us, even uSj 
that He hath sent unto us the help of the 
Holy Ghost, and that with this help there 
can no temptation befall us beyond what 
we shall be able to bear ; this is to have 
faith in Jesus Christ our Lord. When, 
having such faith as this, we love as we. 
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have been beloved ; when out of our love 
for God, we delight in Ins service; when 
out of our love for Christ, we are zealous 
of those good works which He hath ap- 
pointed for us to walk in ; when we study 
to go, not as nigh to sin as we fancy we 
safely may, but as near unto perfection as 
we possibly can ; this is faith working by 
love ; this is faith that can save us. This 
is living unto the Lord ; this is the way 
to die in the Lord. 

When out of our love to Him, we do 
in earnest, from our hearts, love all our 
fellow creatures; when we forgive as we 
uave been forgiven, when we give freely 
MB we have freely received, when we love 
our enemies, pray for them that curse us, 
and do good to them that despitefully use 
and persecute us ; when we try to do all 
the good in our power ; when we take 
pains for heaven, using the like diligence, 
forecast, and perseverance, as the chil- 
dren of this world in their generation ; 
when we count all things but loss for 
Christ's sake, and yield up to his will 
our most fond affections, our most dearly 



The bteatedaeaa of 



[SBRH. 



cherished hopes ; when we do this out 
of very love to Christ, and out of lively 
faith in his love to us ; these are labours 
from which we shall soon rest in peace ; 
these are good works that will follow us 
to our joy, when we shall dwell in the 
light of his countenance for ever. 

Blessed then are the dead. It 
written in the Revelation of St. Johnj: 
it was a voice from heaven that bade him 
write, '* Blessed are the dead which die irt 
the Lord." Blessed are ye my brethren 
which have this hope revealed to you* 
Blessed will ye be when your end shaT 
come, if only ye now live unto Christ. 

Take then for the foundation of £ 
your hope, for the principle of all youB 
actions ; take that only name, whereby 
ye may be saved, even the name of Jesus 
Christ. Set forth from this beginning/ 
Because ye hav e been redeemed bjj 
Christ, because ye have been boughU 
by Christ with a price, because ye ar& 
his, because ye believe that ye are soi 
therefore serve Him, therefore love Hinu 
Whatsoever ye have to do, think how 



Christ would have you do it. Whatsoever 
you have to suffer, think how Christ would 
have you hear it. Is it labour? Learn 
of Him not to faint in your heavenly Fa- 
ther's work. Is it pain, or sorrow, or 
disgrace? Learn of Him, for the joy that 
is set before you, to bear your cross, des- 
pising the shame. Is it the contradiction 
of those whom you are endeavouring to 
help? Let Christ still be your pattern 
for meekness and long-suffering : his love 
for the most bitter of his enemies, the 
measure of your inclination to forgive. 

With such a life as this to live, with 
such a Guide to follow, such an end to 
hope, who might not persevere with joy 
unto the end 1 And yet, who would not 
rather rejoice when the end itself shall 
come ? Is it well to walk in the steps 
that Christ hath trod before ? It is better 
to be with Him, where He now is. Is it 
well to help in bearing his cross ? It is 
better to share his crown. Is it well to 
labour in our heavenly calling, to do 
good, and to distribute, to rise early for 
prayer, and so late take rest, whilst we 
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prolong his praise ? Is it well to clothe 
the naked, to feed the hungry, to visit 
the sick? Is it well to overcome evil 
with good, to be a peace maker among 
neighbours, a father to the fatherless, t 
friend to the cause of the widow, and a 
preacher of righteousness by the practice 
of our lives to all who behold our works! 
It is better to rest from our labours. It 
is better to be where these works will 
follow us; where the weary are at rest J 
where the wicked cease from troubling^ 
There will be no contradiction from thos* 
we love. There will be no evil to be reii 
proved in others. There will be no sia 
to be ashamed of in ourselves. It : 
better to be there. And to be there w 
first must die. It is better to be there. 
Blessed therefore are the dead. " Blessed 
are the dead that die in the Lord." 

My brethren, are you afraid to diet 
Should you be afraid if you were sure 
you should die thus ? To die thus, re- 
member, that you must first thus live. 
Let your fear of death, if now you i 
afraid of it, oh ! let it move you to men^ 
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your lives. But, to mend your lives, re- 
member, you must first confirm your 
&ith. You must lay the right foundation, 
and " other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ" 
(1 Cor. 3. 11.) Lay then this foundation. 
Build on it a new and holy life. So shall 
you not be airaid to die. So shall you 
not fail to live for ever. Your life, whilst 
here you live, shall be directed to the 
end which must soon take place. And 
the nearer that end approaches, the more 
closely it stares you in the face, the more 
faithfully you will cling to the promises 
of God, the more heartily rejoice to 
think, that " Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord." 

" Yea, saith the Spirit." It was a voice 
from heaven which bade John write. 
That voice was confirmed by the Holy 
Spirit of God. Nothing can be more 
sure. Not death itself. There be some 
that died not. There be many, who, 
when our Lord shall appear, wiU be taken 
up with Him into heaven. There be 
none which die in the Lord, who are not 
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certain to be blessed for ever. " Yea, 
saith the Spirit." My brethren, do you 
believe his gracious words. Why then 
do you yet fear death ? Why, if it be 
not that you have no ground to think that 
you Hve or shall hereafter die in Christ 
Think more then of his all sufficient 
merits. Trust more in God's mercy, 
through Him. Pray more for the Holy, 
Spirit to guide you into all truth, td 
quicken you in all holiness and lovft 
Believe more faithfully, and you will lovft 
more heartily. Love more heartily, and' 
you will obey more willingly. You wi^ 
live as they that are not afraid to diflh 
You will die as they whose death 
blessed, whose end is the beginning (rf 
eternal life. 
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Wiemlie neJcm jpnif u g<me omt of a ho*, 
ie ttaOeli finn^A dry ptaera, tettimg mi. 
aad findeth mtme. Them he taiik, I wiO retmn 
into my house from tckentx 1 came cmt ; and 
when he u come, hejmdetk it empty, ftepl, 
and garnished. TTten goelh he, and taketk 
mth himself seten other ipiritt more victed 
than himself, and they enter in and dtteU 
there ; and the last slate of that tnan w loorse 
than the Jirst. Eten so shall it be also wata 
this wicked generation. 

God grant it may not be so to ours ! God 
grant it may not be so to a generation, 
which enjoys, above all others, the know- 
ledge of the truth ; and which has dared, 
above all others, to deny it ! God grant 
it may not be so to those, who have been 
awakened by the prevalence of mortality, 
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to the necessity of caring for the soul 
God grant it may not be so to us ! God 
be praised that the unclean spirit has 
in very many instances gone out ! God 
be praised that the drunkard has ceased 
to drink, the false to he, the oppressor to 
wrong, the covetous to hoard, the swearer 
to blaspheme ! God be praised for every 
single case in which his judgments have 
made the careless thoughtful, and have 
stayed, in their desperate career, the lovers 
of this world's pleasure ! God be praised 
for every single soul which his terrors have 
moved to a profitable fear, and his mercies 
to a return of love ! 

For all this we have much need to give 
thanks. And thus far it is well for us, that 
the unclean spirit is gone out ; that we 
are now more than ever averse to sin, 
more than ever anxious to be saved, more 
than ever purposing to obey. Thus far it 
is well. Only let us not presume, that 
therefore we are safe. Only let us not 
forget that our " adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom 
he may devour." (1 Pet. 5. s.) Only let 
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US consider that " when the unclean spirit 
is gone out of a man, he walketh through 
dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none. 
Then he saith, I %vill return into my house 
from whence I came out ; and when he is 
come he findeth it empty, swept, and gar- 
nished. Then goeth he and taketh with 
himself seven other spirits more wicked 
than himself ; and they enter in and dwell 
there : and the last state of that man is 
worse than the first." 

See here the activity of our enemy ! 
See how watchful he is for our destruction ! 
See how much he is dissatisfied if cast 
out, till he can regain possession of the 
soul, which he once has counted for his 
own ! " He walketh through dry places, 
seeking rest, and findeth none." Dry 
places are here opposed to a land that is 
■well watered, and therefore pleasant to 
^inhabit. No place is so desirable to Satan, 
as the soul which he has well nigh lost. 
Like the covetous and greedy of mankind, 
he has no enjoyment of that which is 
securely his, out of his earnest desire to 
,get more. Oh that they, who have to 
d3 
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strive with him for the victory, would learn 
thus to yield up no point they once have 
gained, and never to rest till they have 
recovered any success they once have 
lost ! ' 

" Then he saith, I will return into my 
house from whence I came out ; and 
when he is come he findeth it empty, 
swept, and garnished." When the soul 
of a sinner has been arrested in a course 
of pleasurable sin, when it desists from 
any gross transgression, how truly is it 
described as being swept and garnished! 
For how like unto filth in a habitation is 
profligacy in a Christian ! But at such a 
moment, how absolutely is it necessary 
to fill up with the love of things divine 
the void which is left in the affections ! 
How hard is it for the heart, which has 
been set on earth, to entertain the love 
of Christ, and the desire to be with Hini 
where He is ! How great the risk, that, 
if it be empty of these heavenly feeUngs, 
if, whilst unburthened of its sins, it have 
not been filled with faith, and hope, and 
charity, how great the risk, that the 
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enemy of souls, will recover his lost pos- 
session ! 

" Then goeth be, and taketh with him- 
self seven other spirits more wicked than 
himself, and they enter in and dwell 
there : and the last state of that man is 
worse than the first." His passions are 
more confirmed in the mastery, his heart 
more hardened in sin, his repentance for 
the future is more hopeless, his condem- 
nation in the end more sure. So sad is 
the consequence of being a second time 
taken captive in the love of the world, 
the lusts of the flesh, and the snares of 
the devil! So impossible is it for "those 
who were once enlightened, and have 
tasted of the heavenly gift, and were 
made partakers of the Holy Ghost, And 
have tasted the gofld word of God, and 
the powers of the world to come. If they 
shall fall away, to renew them again unto 
repentance, seeing they crucify to them- 
selves the Son of God afresh, and put 
him to an open shame." (Heb. 6. 4 — 6.) 
For those who have once thoroughly 
fallen away, from entire conversion unto 
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God, such second renewal is thug de- 
clared by the apostle to be impossible. 
That is to say, it is the nearer to impos- 
sible, the nearer we have once been to 
the true faith in Christ, and the farther 
we have fallen ofif from our allegiance. 
The more thoroughly the unclean spirit 
has once been cast out, we shall find it 
the more hard, if again we let him enter, 
the more hard to hinder him from bring- 
ing in other spirits more wicked than 
himself; the more sure we are to have 
our last state worse than the first. 

This consideration, alarming as it is, 
has seemed most fit to be laid before you 
at this time, when there is so good reason 
to hope, that out of many the unclean 
spirit is in some sort gone. For at such 
a time, there is great "risk, that the houses 
he has left, though " swept and gar- 
nished," maybe notwithstanding "empty."* 
And in such a case, there is evidently 
great danger, that your last state may 
become worse than the first. And how 
shall we know this to be the case ; and 
not faithfully warn you of your peril ? 
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How shall we not urge you to watchftil- 
Dess and prayer, to stedfastness in the faith, 
and patient continuance in well doing; 
when we are assured that your adversary, 
provoked by his defeat, is restlessly en- 
deavouring to regain his ground, and to 
drown your souls in endless perdition 1 

Oh, my brethren, let not that house be 
empty which God hath by his judgments 
swept and garnished. Let there be in it 
no room for the enemy to return. I.et 
it be filled with the knowledge of the will 
of Christ. (See Col. 1. 9.) Let it he filled 
with faith in the atonement of his blood. 

it it " be filled with the Holy Ghost;" 
|i(Acts 9. 17;) " filled with the spirit;" 
(Eph. 5. 18 ;) filled with " all the fulness 
of God ;" (Eph. 3. 19 ;) filled with " the 
fruits of righteousness;" (Phil. 1. 11.) 
filled " with all joy and peace in believing." 
(Rom. 15. J3.) It cannot be long empty. 
You cannot long hold out against your 
former sins; unless you "be renewed 
in the spirit of your minds." (Ephes. 
4. 23.) You will soon again work wick- 
edness, with all greediness, unless you 



instantly do good, with all Christian zea^. 
in the faith, and in the love, of Jesw 
Christ. You may have been hindered hf 
fear for a while. But if in the meantinu 
you have not learnt to love, if you hav^ 
found in the meantime no pleasure in 
holiness, no delight in the assurance of 
heaven ; how can it be but that you soon' 
must fall away? And then, how can yoa 
expect, but that your last state will bfl 
worse than the first ? 

It will be worse, because it will be 
harder for you to be again stirred up. It 
will be worse, because you may never My9. 
to have another opportunity. It will bA 
worse, because your enemy will have go| 
stronger hold. It will be worse, because 
He who helpeth, will not always by hi» 
Spirit strive with man. (See Gen. 6. 3.) 
It will be worse, because Christ hath said 
it will be so. Though we could see no 
reason why, this is enough to assure us 
that so it is. " The last state of that 
man is worse than the first." The last 
state of that man, who has been in any 
degree relieved from the possession of 



Satan, and who has made no good use of 
his opportunity, the last state of that 
man, who has in any measure been re- 
leased from the bondage of sin, and who 
has made no progress in holiness, the last 
state of that man whose eyes have been 
opened to the vanity of the world, and 
who has not set his affection on things 
above, " the last state of that man is 

■worse than the first." 

L' " Even 80 shall it be also unto this 
mcked generation." This is the sen- 
tence of our Lord against the Jews, who 
had the privilege to enjoy his presence, 
but who knew not the day of their visi- 
tation. This is his warning to his disci- 
ples, in aU ages of the world, in every 
generation that deserves the name of 
wicked. " Even so shall it be also unto 
this wicked generation." And when we 
think how iniquity abounds amongst our- 
selves ; when we reflect on the flagrant 
enormities of sabbath breaking, swearing, 
drunkenness, and impurity, of lying and 
slandering, of rebellion and strife ; when 
we think how such practices as these 
d6 
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are committed in open day, in this Chris- 
tian land, in defiance of the laws, and in 
dishonour of the gospel, must we not take 
this warning to ourselves, and ask with 
anxious concern for our brethren also, 
Even so will it be with us? 

" Even so." Many who have now be- 
come serious, will soon again cease to think, 
" Even so." Many who have now begun to 
pray will soon again dare to scofF. But 
God forbid, my brethren, God forbid, 
that we should be aware of this fearful 
risk, without the most lively concern for 
others, the most earnest watchfulness for 
ourselves. Now then let us improve the 
advantage we have gained. Now let us 
close up and bar our doors, against the 
enemy who is once gone out. Now let 
us fill with faith and holiness, the house 
he has once left empty; the hearts which 
by the grace of our Saviour Christ have 
once been swept and garnished. 

And for this end, let us from this time 
forth endeavour, that our whole lives 
shall be influenced by the faith which 
alone can save ; not a few weeks only of 
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irm, but our whole lives, not a few 
hours in each week, but our whole lives, 
each hour, in each week, in each year, 
which it shall please God to spare us in 
this present world, for our greater glory 
in the next. Let our works, our words, 
our thoughts, be all filled with this new 
and heavenly life, which we are hence- 
forth engaged to lead. We cannot, let 
IS remember, we cannot serve two mas- 
irs. (See Matt. 6. 24.) Whatever we 
have to do, we must either in our work 
be serving God, or we shall be sure to be 
serving Satan. The house will not long 
le empty. It must either be filled with 
ivine grace, or it will be taken possession 
of by evil spirits. Let us pray, let us 
endeavour, that it may be filled with all 
holy conversation and godliness. 

And, let us see now, in some few cases of 
most frequent occurrence, how this filling 
up of the soul with goodness should take 
effect. Are we masters ? And have we 
been used to rule only for our own will 
and pleasure ? Let us henceforth study 
to employ others, on such terms as God 




would have us ; treating those who serve 
us with such care and kindness as we 
should wish, if we were in their case, to 
receive ourselves. Are you servants ? and 
have you served hitherto as men pleasers ! 
Let it henceforth be your care to serve 
as servants of Christ. Do all that yoQ 
have to do with a hearty good will, in 
order to the pleasing of your Lord which 
is in heaven. Have we to labour, let us 
labour with diligence. Have we dealings 
to transact with our neighbour ? Let UB 
watch not so much that we be not oveiv 
reached, as that we ourselves in no wise 
defraud. Let us consider how in each 
transaction we may gain most, not of 
earthly treasure, but of those riches which 
" thieves do not break through nor steal." 
(Matt. 6. 20.) Thus might we, in every 
thing we do, so fill up with good thoughts 
the hours of our life, that there should be 
no room for evil to enter in. Thus should 
we be less frequently and less painfully 
employed in wrestling against evil, if we 
were continually occupied in labouring 
for good. Instead of watching and striv- 
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ing against offending with the lips we 
should be aiming always at an edifying 
conversation. Instead of struggling to 
master the lusts of the flesh, we should 
be craving for the edification of the spirit. 
Instead of resisting temptation, we should 
be comparatively out of the reach of being 
tempted, if we could fill up our whole 
time with some good work to be done, 
some good thought to be thinking of, or 
good word to say. 

My brethren, I hope I have made plain 
what is here meant by the danger of the 
soul being empty. I hope that I have 
helped you to understand how you must 
have it filled with good thoughts, good 
words, good works, for you to be safe 
against the wiles of the devil. If in this 
I have succeeded, if you understand the 
kind of life I here counsel you to live, 
you will think it, I fear, many of you, a 
very different kind of living, from that 
you have been heretofore accustomed to. 
It may be different. It may be strange. 
It may be new. It mubt be so, if you 
are truly now renewed in the spirit of 
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your minds. It must be so, if in you is 
to be fulfilled that most strange of all 
marvels, a sinner saved. How can this 
be done, if you relapse into a careless 
worldly kind of life ? If you give to earth 
your thoughts and hearts, and to heaven 
only the utterance of prayers with your 
lips ; if, whilst you hear God's word with 
your ears, you spend the rest of your 
time without thought of obeying it ; must 
not the soul be empty of divine grace 1 
must it not be soon filled with all manner 
of iniquity ? Will not your last state be 
worse than the first ? From this most 
awful condition there is nothing that can 
save you, but such a lively faith in Christ 
as constrains you to love Him and obey 
Him. Oh seek then for this faith, pray for 
it, labour for it. Do all you now know to 
be right. Lose no profitable occasion of 
knowing more. Neglect no advantage 
you once have gained. Forego no ad- 
vancement you possibly might reach. 
Let your prayers be enlarged as your 
gifts increase. And let your last state 
be daily better than the first. 
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'iCt a man examine himself, and so let Itim eat of 
that bread, and drink of that cup. 

There are two duties set forth in this 
~^text, the one helpful to the due perform- 
ing of the other, and both of them most 
appropriate to a season, when the preva- 
lence of mortal sickness has inclined us to 
consider our latter end. Self examination 
is the first. " Let a man examine him- 
self." And this self examination is en- 
joined with a view to the second duty 
here insisted on, the receiving the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper. " Let a man 
examine himself, and so let him eat of 
that bread, and drink of that cup." It is 
my hope in this discourse so to enforce 
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the first of these duties as to urge you to 
the due discharge of the second. It is- 
my prayer to God in your behalf, that 
you may from this day forth, so faithfuilyi 
and effectually examine yourselves, thati 
every one of you may, with joy and thank- 
fulness of heart, " eat of that bread, andl 
drink of that cup." 

But first I would endeavour to account 
for what would seem most strange, if it 
were not familiar to our sight, namely, 
that so small a portion of those, who pro- 
fess the faith of Christ, fulfil this his ex-i 
press command. " This do," saith He, 
remembrance of me." (Luke 22. jp-J 
" Drink ye aU of it." (Matt. 26. 27.) 
And yet how many are there who hav« 
heard this day the notice of this holy 
communion, with scarce a thought that if 
is an invitation to themselves ; or with a 
settled purpose that they will put off to 
accept it for the present. Can you doubts 
that the real cause of this indifferenctt 
or delay, is that you are wanting in faitb 
and love, and therefore are unwilUng ta 
obey? 



You take pride, it is true, in the name of 
Christian. But do you take pleasure in 
the word and in the will of Christ ? You 
are ready to conform to such Christian 
practices, as the world requires for its 
own peace and comfort. But do you 
follow Christ when the world is opposed 
to Him ? Do you obey when the world 
denies, despises. Him ? You attend, it 
may be to your inconvenience, at the ser- 
vice of the church, you take pains even 
to repeat the prayers, and to listen to the 
preaching of the Gospel. But do you let 
it sink into your hearts ? Do you make 
the word of God the rule of your lives ? 
Do you take faith in Jesus Christ for the 
spiritual nourishment of your souls 1 How 
could you do this and refuse his invita- 
tion to the sacrament of his most precious 
body and blood? How can you refuse 
his invitation, if it be not that you are 
conscious, all the while, that you are 
not hving in earnest by your Christian 
rule, not walking in your hearts by faith, 
.not thinking as you ought of your Sa- 
Ciour's love, not trusting as you should 
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do in his merits, not relying on his 
grace, not hoping for the heaven He hath 
promised ? 

This, my brethren, is the true account 
of your absence from the sacrament, behevft 
me, ye who are always absent; this the true 
reason of your reluctance, believe me, J6 
who draw near, but not with joy, ye wha 
come, but had almost rather stay away; 
This is the true reason. Not, as ye often 
say, that ye are not yet prepared ; but 
that ye have no mind to prepare. No^ 
as ye would persuade yourselves, that ytt; 
are unwilling to displease your Lord, but 
that ye are not in earnest desirous t( 
please Him; not willing to be thus bouiM 
to do his pleasure. 

To be ill prepared for the communioi 
may be a strong reason for making bettet 
preparation. It can be no reason at aS 
for not coming, for not preparing to coraa 
Which of you is in this sense fit to comfl 
to church at all ? Which is fit, for hil 
own worthiness, to worship in the pre* 
sence of God ? And yet who would staj 
away, who would leave off praying; whei 
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he knows that it is by praying only that 
he can become more fit for prayer, and 
that it is chiefly by worshipping in God's 
house that he can obtain grace to worship 
as he ought ? To neglect a duty altoge- 
ther, is not the way for us to be better 
able to perform it. There is indeed some 
ground that will mend by lying still; but 
not such is tlie heart of sinful man. Our 
ground must be stirred, and quickened, 
and cultivated by every possible means 
given to us by God ; if we would hope that 
some fruit may come of it. And if this 
sacrament be itself a means of grace, if 
it be an ordinance well fitted to make us 
more humble, more thankful, more holy, 
more heavenly minded ; let us not wait 
till we are so ere we receive it, but let 
us receive it in order that we may so be- 
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^ The Apostle in the text does not mean, 
let a man put off receiving that sacra- 
ment, until he has found leisure to ex- 
amine himself with a view to amendment 
of life. But this he means, let him ex- 
amine himself, and so let him eat. St. 
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Paul commands both to examine, and to 
receive. He would have you do the one 
before the other. But he would have yoti 
do both without delay. He would havB 
you do the one in preparation for th» 
other. But he would not allow you tdt 
put off the second, because you choostf 
to put off the first. He would not excuse 
you in neglecting the sacrament, becausa 
you are resolved to neglect the preparaj 
tion, because you will not, as he bids yonj 
examine yourselves. No. You must d^ 
both. You must do both, because tM 
one is helpful to the other. You niua( 
do both, because both are for your good 
You must do both without delay ; because 
both areneedful for your Christian growtbj 
and health, and life ; because you knonl 
not what a day may bring forth. (Sei 
Prov. 27. 1.) ■ 

See then what preparation is here en- 
joined, for your coming unto the Suppei! 
of the Lord. See whether it be not suctt 
as at this present time you might undepi 
take, every one of you, in good earnestj 
and so every one of you be soou ready M 
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eat of that bread and drink of that cup. 
It is not to be altogether holy, it is not to 
be altogether free from sin. But it is 
" let a man examine himself." Let him 
reflect seriously on his actual condition. 
Let him look thoroughly into the state of 
his soul. Let him see the necessity of 
caring for it, let him cKng to the hope of 
saving it. Let him do this, and he can- 
not fail to repent. Let him do this, and 
he cannot help to pray. Let him do this, 
and he will have grace to believe. Let him 
thus examine himself, and he will be pre- 
pared to eat and drink, fit to receive fresh 
help of God, fresh nourishment of his 
spiritual life, by the body and blood of 
Christ. Easy then is the duty here en- 
forced, compared with what many of us 
suppose necessary, ere we can be guests 
at the Supper of our Lord. And yet the 
task is hard, compared with the zeal and 
ability which we commonly bring with us 
to perform it. Why else do we so often 
fell? Why else do so few succeed? Why 
yAo so few receive the sacrament ; if it 
! not that so few examine themselves 
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heartily ? And why do so few examin* 
themselves heartily, if it be not, that by 
reason of our sins, the duty is both painful 
and unwelcome, however it might be made 
easy by God's grace, and profitable bj 
his blessing to our endless joy ? 

By way of proving that it is profitably 
let us see how it would be likely to take 
effect ; let us observe what would come 
of a man's examining himself, whether ha 
be a careless or a serious Christian, a be 
ginner, or one that has made proficiencj 
in holiness. Take then first the case (rf 
a careless liver, of a sinner who continuf 
in his offences, without so much as 
thought of the end thereof. Such a 
one is going fast toward the pit of de* 
struction, and " knoweth not that it 
for his life." (Prov. 7. 23.) Could he bft 
induced to look into his real situation, to 
see the truth of what he is, and what he 
is about to be, the tremendous risk, tO' 
which he is exposed, would command his 
attention, and engross his thoughts. The 
cup of excess would become bitter to his 
taste, the indulgence of desire loathsome 
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to his sense ; and all the pomps and va- 
nities of the world would be seen to be, 
what they are, " vanity and vexation of 
spirit." (Eccles. 1. u.) 

Next observe what would come of a 

lan's examining himself, if he were one 

who lived a sober and I'espectable life, 

but who had no Uvely effectual saving 

faith in Christ. If any such be here, and 

he were now to look, into his real state, 
'hat would he find as to his hope of 
heaven ? What, but that it has no found- 
ation at all. Let him try himself thus: 
am I now ready to depart ? could I now 
bear the near approach of death ? What 
will it avail me to have done nobody any 
harm, as the world reckons harm, if I 
have done no one any good, as God 
counts good ? What, to have set no 
flagrant ill example, if I have set no emi- 
nent good example ? What to have at- 
tended regularly God's worship, if I have 
not worshipped Him in spirit and in truth ? 
I have been trusting in my own works ; 
and they have all the while been worth- 
less. I have neglected that love of Christ, 
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and faith in Him, which can alone make 
me obey with glory to his name, or with 
profit to my own soul. I see my error. 
I pray God to give me grace to see it 
daily. I pray that the Holy Spirit may 
guide me into all truth, and enable me to 
build on the right foundation, and to 
build thereon a holy and religious life. 

Or take, thirdly, the case of one who 
has views more correct of Cliristian doc- 
trine, faith more lively, hope more firm, 
charity more fervent towards man, and 
love more devout to God. Can such an 
one fail to own that to examine himself is 
often helpful to his advancement in holi- 
ness, as well as needful to prevent him 
from falling into sin? The more he looks 
into himself, he will see the more of sin 
stni to be subdued, he will find the more 
of grace still lacking. He has indeed 
already had a great deliverance, but he 
will need constant watchfulness to secure 
him from fresh peril, as long as life and 
its trials last. As the gifts of God are 
increased, his duties are extended in pro- 
portion. As he grows in grace, he dis- 
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covers also new wants, and offers up new 
petitions. New scriptures affect him, new 
trials assail him. And " forgetting those 
things which are behind," he reaches 
" forth unto those things which are be- 
fore." (Phil. 3. 13.) 

Ready we are all to better our worldly 
condition. And shall divine grace be the 

I only riches we never seek to multiply ? 
JJo ; let us earnestly endeavour, as they 
who run a race, to win the prize. And 
let us search into our hearts, with this 
very object in view, to ascertain what 
progress we are making. Is there any 
evil habit we can point to, and be sure 
that in respect to this we have of late 
improved ? Any grace is there, in which 
conscience bears us testimony, that in 
this we have made growth and increase ? 
Happy are they, who on such inquiry as 
this, find proof of proficiency in their 
Christian course ! Happy they, in whom 
the will is more pure, and the passions 
are more subdued, in whom the thoughts 
are more indifferent to this present world, 
and the heart is more firmly set upon the 
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next ! Happy to be making progress in 
the right way ! Happy in their inquiry 
to find evidence that they are so ! Happy 
to have examined themselves ! Happy 
to have taken account with their own 
hearts, ere they are called to give account 
to God ! 

My brethren, I can have no doubt, that- 
at this season of mortality, many have 
examined themselves, who never did so. 
before; many more thoroughly, than they 
have been used to do ; and many, pei> 
haps, somewhat less to their satisfaction. 
But though less to your present pleasure, 
it may be more to your profit in the end,, 
if you have been more deeply convinced 
of sin, and if you have more truly turned 
to Christ for refuge. And in no way. 
would the profit be more sure and last- 
ing, than if, under the conviction of what 
you owe unto your Lord, you have deter- 
mined, without further delay, to do thai 
which you know all ought to do, to ' 
of that bread and drink of that cup." 
Nothing would so confirm the purpose 
you of late have made, nothing so bini 
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lyou to continue the more Christian life 
have of late begun, than this public 
(Tofession of your thankfulness to God, 
tor redemption through Jesus Christ. 
Nothing would more fit you for the in- 
crease of his grace, than the devout par- 
taking of this his ordinance. Nothing 
would so help you to be mindful of your 

P Christian vows, of your late more serious 
impressions, of the blessings you have 
received, and of the thanks you owe, as 
to do this thing, which Christ has com- 
manded to be done, expressly in remem- 
tbrance of Him. 
For who that frequently receives in this 
communion his body and blood, set forth 
in bread and wine, to the apprehension of 
the sense, who can forget, between whiles, 
the death his Saviour died, the cross He 
Kbore, the atonement He made ? And 
B^ho that bears these things in his mind, 
" who could have the heart to crucify 
Him afresh, who could have the hardi- 
hood to sin? Eat then, ray brethren; 
eat of this bread, and drink of this cup. 
Prepare, but delay not also to come. 
e3 
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Examine yourselves beforehand^ but ex- 
amine in order to come. Come, that your 
souls may be strengthened and refreshed 
by the body, and blood of Christ, as your 
bodies are by the bread and wine. Come, 
that having eaten by faith the flesh of 
the Son of Man, you may have in you 
that life which abides for ever. 




Luke 13. 2. 

And Jesus answering said unto ihem, St^pose ye 
that these Galikeana were sinners above all 
the Galiltsans, because they suffered such 
things ? I tell you, Nay ,■ but, except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish. 

This is what Christ said, when He was 
told of certain Galilieans, " whose blood 
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices." 
This means, that Pilate had put them to 
death, when in the very act of sacrificing ; 
so that their blood was mixed up with the 
blood of the victims they had slain. And 
certainly nothing could be more shocking 
I to the feelings of our nature, than to have 

ithe life blood that flows in our veins, 
E 4 
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mingled in the dust with the blood of 
beasts. And it was natural therefore for 
the disciples to conclude, that they who 
suifered under so violent an outrage, were 
sinners more flagrant than their neigh- 
bours, and objects more signal of the 
divine displeasure. 

And, further, there was authority for 
the notion in the Jewish dispensation, 
wherein rewards and punishments in this 
present life were in some measure propor- 
tioned to a man's present conduct. " That 
thy days may be long upon the land which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee." (Exod. 
20. 12.) Like to this are many promises 
in the old testament. And threatenings 
there are many like to these which follow 
" he shall surely die." (Gen. 20. 7.) " That 
soul shall be cut off from his people." 
(Gen. 17. 14.) And thus we read also in 
the prophet Ezekiel, that though Noah, 
Daniel, and Job, could not have availed to 
deliver the land of J erusalem, from famine, 
or noisome beasts, from sword, or pesti- 
lence, yet they would have delivered tbeir 
own souls, that is, would have saved their 
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fewn lives, by their righteousness. (See 

■Ezek. 14. 14.) 

Now the disciples, being familiar with 
such passages as these, might reasonably 
suppose, that the Galilaeans, who suffered 
such dreadful outrages, were sinners above 
aU the Galilseans. And because we also 
are or ought to be, well acquainted with 
the old testament, it is not impossible 
that we may fall into the same mistake. 
For we often do not sufficiently consider, 
that the method of God's dealings there set 
forth concerned in some things the Jews 
only, and in all things the Jews chiefly. We 
often do not sufficiently understand, that 
we must always take what is told us in 
the old testament, with the explanation 
which is given us in the new. Now here 
we have in the Gospel express information, 
that in God's dealings with the world in 
general, there is no such exact retribu- 
tion in this hfe, as we might else be apt 
to imagine. Our Lord, who knew what 
passed in the minds of the disciples, took 
occasion to do away with this prevalent 

|impressioH. " I tell you, nay ; but except 
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ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish." 
And to this He adds, that the same was the 
case in the falling of the tower of Siloara 
an event which, being less influenced by 
the actions or passions of men, might be 
more likely to be taken for what is called 
Providential. As if the thoughts of men 
were less known to the Almighty, or less 
immediately controlled by his hand, than 
the holding together of the stones of a 
tower ! As if either or both were, in 
ordinary instances, turned aside from their 
ordinary laws, for the immediate manifes- 
tation of the Divine justice ! " I tell you, 
nay ; but except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish." 

Whatever then might be the case under 
the Jewish dispensation, it is hence plain, 
that under the gospel, God punishes not 
mankind in this present world after any 
exact proportion to their iniquities. Often, 
indeed, the best of men here fare the best, 
and often the transgressors are most 
miserable. But often also the most faith- 
ful disciples are the most afQicted, whilst 
the faithless enjoy uninterrupted pros- 
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^merity. " Whom the Lord loveth, he chas- 
■teneth." (Heb. 12. 6.) Whilst they who 
H;hate Him, for He hateth none, they who 
Jliate Him are hardened by their worldly 
success, against the time when they must 
perish everlastingly. This is the view of 

(the matter here given usby our Lord. And 
thus we must correct, by gospel light, the 
actions which we might else form by our 
«wn reason, and confirm by the declara- 
tions of the law and the prophets. And 
hence we should learn never to set up our 
rest in this life, never to be disheartened by 
our present distress, never to think harshly 
■ of others, who here greatly suffer ; never 
vto doubt " that the sufferings of this pre- 
psent time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be revealed in 
us." (Rom. 8. 13.) Oh how great must 
be that glory, if it matters not, in the 
comparison, for those who shall attain it, 
whether a man die in his bed in peace, or 
have his blood mingled with that of oxen 
in the dust ! And how fearful must be 
that endless perishing, which awaits the 
[ frithless and impenitent, if it makes no 
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difference in their behalf, whether they be 
suffered to live on for years, in the full 
enjoyment of health, and wealth, and plea- 
sure, or be crushed bya falling tower, with- 
out a moment in which to breathe farewell 
to those whom they most dearly love ! 

This is the view of the matter here 
given by our Lord. This is the view we 
ought to take of earthly sufferings, and 
of earthly joys ; that in themselves they 
are too trifling to be worth reckoning in 
the punishment of evil doers, or in the 
reward of them that do well ; and that they 
are important, only as they may help either 
to chasten us if we are aflQicted, or if pros- 
perous, to move our hearts to joy, thankful- 
ness, and love. This is the view we ought 
always to take of whatever lot is assigned 
to ourselves. And this the reflexion we 
ought always to make, on the happiness 
or the misery which befalls our neighbours; 
not that they who most prosper are neces- 
sarily the best, not that they who are most 
afflicted are the worst, but tliat joy is sent 
to melt our cold aflfections, and sorrow to 
rebuke our worldly thoughts ; and that. 
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unless we more heartily believe, we shall 
not rejoice in the end, unless we more 
thoroughly repent, we shall in the end 
miserably perish. 

And these thoughts it may be profit- 
able for us to call to mind, at a time when 
we have been visited by unusual sickness ; 
and when we therefore may have been 
tempted to suppose, that God, who by this 
pestilence has scourged the nation for its 
sins, has selected also for the punishment 
of this death, the chiefest of the sinners in 
the land. I say, tempted to suppose. For 
to suppose so would be sin. To suppose 
so would argue, that we have never heard, 
or have disbelieved, or have never taken 
the trouble to understand, these words of 
our Saviour in the text. To suppose so, 
would show that we are insensible to that 
charity which "thinketh no evil," (1 Cor. 
13. 5 ;) that we are applying as a judgment 
on the conduct of our brethren, what we 
should regard as a warning to ourselves. 
The many deaths which have taken 
place by this disease, prove nothing that 
K we can possibly know of the sinfiJ- 
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ness of those who have died. But they 
proclaim loudly to ourselves, " Except 
ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish." 
There has happened to those who have 
departed no suffering but what God has 
dispensed with a view to their good, that 
their souls might be saved in the day of 
the Lord. There has happened no other 
dispensation of wrath, than is in every 
man the necessary consequence of sin, 
the necessary condition of sinful man- 
hood. There has happened to them little 
else than must, ere long, happen to our- 
selves. Unless Christ first come to judg- 
ment, unless the hour first arrive, when 
they that are alive shall be caught up with 
Him to glory; (See 1 Thess. 4. 17;) we 
must all look to undergo, in our turn, 
the same change which has been allotted 
to these our friends. They are laid in the 
grave ; so must we be. They have been 
cut off from the sight of their dearest 
friends ; so must we be. They have left 
their possessions and goods ; so must we. 
They have ceased to see, to hear, to 
breathe ; so must we. Their bodies are 
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■ now mouldering in corruption ; so must 

■ ours. Their spirits are returned unto 
God that gave them ; so must ours. And 
if any of them were impenitent, if any of 
them shall have to perish everlastingly; 
so, let us remember, so, except we repent, 

.we must all likewise perish. 

Except we repent : this is the great 
line of distinction. Except we repent: 
this is the great barrier of difference. 
Not whether we are cut off in youth, or 
linger in old age ; not whether we die 
suddenly or slowly, in ease or in anguish 
of the body, in strength or in decrepitude 
of mind. These things will neither pre- 
vent our perishing, nor prove that we 
have perished. No. It is whether we 
repent ; it is whether we have leamt to 
mourn for sin, and have practised tostrive 
for holiness. It is whether we have in our 
hearts the love of Christ, and a copy of 
his conduct in our lives. It is whether 
we know, or are in wilful ignorance ; 
whether we believe, or are in heedless 
doubt ; it is whether we obey, or trans- 
tgress; whether we serve God, or mam- 
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mon ; whether we love first, ourselves or 
Christ: this it is, that makes all the dif- 
ference for ever ; this it is that decides 
whether we perish or perish not. 

Let us then direct to this point our 
chief attention; to see that our hearts 
are right with God, that our souls are 
washed in the blood of Christ, justified by 
a lively working faith in his atonement. 
And at a time when we have been relieved 
from the pressure of one particular dis- 
tress, when one very fearful form of 
death has been working, and works no 
longer, on our fears, let us not suppose, 
either that they who suffered by it, were 
in any sense less beloved of God than we 
are, or that we, who have been by his 
mercy spared, are any less than they liable 
to his wrath, if we neglect to repent. 
His arm is not shortened, his power is 
not suspended. As in the time of pesti- 
lence. He thought fit to spare us, so can 
He also cut us off in a time of health, if 
we are no longer fit to be spared. 

Let us then take warning by what we 
now have seen. The tower in Siloam, 
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let it not have fallen in vain. The blood 
of the GalilseanSjthat was mingled in their 
sacrifices, let it not have in vain been 
shed. The hundreds who have been 
hurried to the grave, the agonies of the 
sick, the cries of the dying, the funerals 
of the dead, let not these things which we 
have lived to witness^ cease ever, whilst 
we live, to move us to repentance. The 
more we have seen others suffer, the 
more we have felt ourselves to have been 
spared, let us tiie less pass judgment on 
their condition, let us the more examine 
into our own. 

We have met with great mercy. We 
have felt it, at the time, to be great mercy. 
Have we felt any corresponding thankful- 
ness ? Have we taken any pains, in pro- 
portion to the benefit we have received, 
■ to offer the praise we owe ? Have we 
searched into our lives, to find what we 
might do with less offence to God, with 
more conformity to his will, and to the 
example of our Lord ? Have we changed 
^L our practice, in any one thing which we 
B know we have done wrong, or know that 
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we have neglected, being right ? Have 
we become dihgent from being idle, sober 
from intemperate, kind from selfish, boun- 
tiful from covetous ? Do we hate the sins 
we before indulged in ? Do we love the 
holinesSj which we then neglected ? Do 
we hate sin, because God forbids it? Do 
we hate it, because it cost the life of 
Christ ? Do we love holiness, because 
God commands it, because our Lord and 
Saviour has enjoined us to be holy ? 

If in these things we have made no 
progress, if we are not trying, not praying 
to make proficiency, we have not re- 
pented. And if we do not repent, in vain 
have we been spared when others were 
cut ofl', in vain lived when others died, 
in vain should we live for years yet to 
come; the sentence is sure to be fulfilled 
at the last : " except ye repent, ye shall 
all likewise perish." 

God give us the heart to profit by hia 
judgments, and to condemn not our neigh- 
bours but ourselves 1 God grant, that 
whereinsoever we condemn ourselves we 
may be by Him forgiven. 



ADDRESS 



PREFIXED TO SERMON VII. 



To ike Parishioners of Sedgley. 



The violence of the cholera having ceased both 
in Sedgley, and in the surrounding district, I 
ventured, in conjunction with my brother mi- 
nisters in the parish and neighbourhood, to re- 
commend the observance of a day of thanks- 
giving, by the notice following : 

The violence of the cholera having ceased in 
this parish, we do earnestly exhort our parish- 
ioners to observe a day of solemn thanksgiving 
to Almighty God. And we give notice that for 
this purpose there will be Divine Service in our 
churches, both morning and afternoon, on Tues- 
day, November the 6th. 

There will be collections in the parish church, 
towards the fund for improving the organ, and 
otherwise adorning the house of God. 

The sermon preached on this occasion is now 
published. By which means I hope that it may 
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prove useful to many of you who were not pre- 
sent to bear it. May you learn, from what here 
you read, both how to be thankful for being 
spared, and how to become more ready to depart, 
against the time when it shall please God to take 
you hence ! 

From your faithful friend and Pastor, 

C. GiRDLESTONE. 

Vicarage, Sedgley near Dudley, 
Nov. 6, 1832. 



SERMON VII. 



THE COSTLY SACRIFICE OF THANKSGIVING. 



2 Samuel 24. 24. 

And the king said unto Araunah, Nay ; but I 
wiU surely buy it of thee at a price : neither 
win I offer burnt offerings unto the Lord my 
God of that which doth cost me nothing. 

These were the words of King David, 
when the pestilence was stayed in Israel ; 
and when he was directed to oflfer on the 
occasion a sacrifice of thanksgiving. The 
destroying angel was *' by the threshing 
place of Araunah the Jebusite ;" the disease, 
inflicted by this minister of wrath, had 
reached as far as this particular spot of 
ground, when " the Lord repented him 
of the evil, and said to the angel that de- 
stroyed the people. It is enough : stay 



now thine hand." (v. 16.) David was the 
same day instructed by the prophet Gad 
" Go up, rear an altar unto the Lord ia 
the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebu- 
site." (v. 18.) To rear an altar implied 
also to offer sacrifice. And the intention 
of so doing was to testify, in a public man' 
ner, tlie thankfiihiess both of the king 
and of the people, for their deliverance. 
If this was done under the law, shall we^ 
under the Gospel, do less than this? Shall 
we rear no visible testimonial, for them 
that come after to behold? Shall we 
offer no sacrifice for God's honour, nay, 
for the satisfaction of our own thankful 
hearts ? 

What we may best offer shall be pre- 
sently considered. But, first, let us leani 
further of David in what spirit we should 
make the offering. The king went, as he 
was directed, to Araunah. He proposed 
to purchase of him the ground for the 
altar to be built upon. And here we 
might expect a readiness to sell, an eager- 
ness to profit by so good an opportunity 
of gain. We might expect it ; if we were 
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to judge from the disposition, manifest 
amongst those who deal, to take advan- 
tage of each other's necessities. But 
" Araunah said unto David, Let my lord 
the king take, and offer up, what seems 
good unto him : behold here be oxen for 
burnt sacrifice, and threshing instruments, 
and other instruments of the oxen for 
wood." (5. 22.) Not only did he ask no 
price for the land ; but he offered also to 
provide, at his own expense, all things 
necessary for the sacrifice. " All these 
things did Araunah, as a king, give unto 
the king." (5. 23.) Not then from the 
king only, but from the subject, from the 
subject who was in this matter " as a 
king," we may learn this lesson of Christ- 
ian generosity. We may learn to vie 
with each other, on an occasion such as 
this, which shall be the most free to give, 
the rich or the poor; and to imitate in 
our bounty the King, our heavenly Father, 
who hath restored to us health and glad- 
ness. 

" And the king said unto Araunah, 

Nay ; but I will surely buy it of thee at a 

2 
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price : neither will I offer burnt offering! 
unto the Lord my God, of that which doth 
cost me nothing." This was a resolution 
worthy of a man described as being " aftei 
God's own heart." (Acts 13. 22.) Thii 
is a principle which we may now profit 
ably apply to the sacrifice which we hav( 
this day to offer to the Lord our Go4i 
Let not us offer of that which costs 1 
nothing. Let not us offer words withou) 
deeds, profession without practice, prayen 
without devotion, thanks without a gift.* 
Have we not been spared in the midst c 
judgment ? Have we not seen hundredl 
fall around us ; and ourselves been exi 
pecting that fearful summons, for whicl 
we felt ill prepared ? Owe we not to Gm 
all that we now have ? Owe we not 1 
Him that we are here to enjoy it ? Naj^ 
are we not indebted to his goodness, fffl 
that He hath stayed a worse evil than thi 
pestilence; for that He hath atoned fo] 
sin; for that He hath vanquished death; 
for that He hath opened to us, whethei 
now we die, or are spared many years t 
live ; opened to us, at the end of our a 
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journ upon earth, the gates of everlasting 
life? 

Oh shame, that for benefits so great, 
for love so boundless, men should venture 
ever to offer unto the Lord of that which 
costs them nothing! Yet what e)se do 
the young offer if they spend in ease and 
sensuality the time of their health and 
strength ; if they put off repentance, and 
faith, and holiness, to the years when they 
shall say, " I have no pleasure in them." 
(Eccles. 12. 1.) To be gay, as long as 
their spirits last ; to be idle as long as 
their means permit ; to do no good, as 
long as they can take delight in doing 
evil ; and to turn their thoughts to heaven, 
only when the world no longer smiles, 
only when sickness exhausts their strength, 
or age checks their powers of enjoyment; 
is not this to offer to the Lord their God 
of that which costs them nothing ? 

Oh ! if there be here any amongst the 

young, as there are doubtless many, who 

have felt the mercy of being spared, in a 

L^ason of such awful mortality ; if they 

lave come hither with intention of paying 
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God the honour due unto his name; to 
them I say, pay Him that which costs you 
something. Every one of them I earnestly 
exhort ; " Remember now thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth." (Eccles. 12. i.) It 
is difficult ; but for that very reason, it is 
your proper offering of praise. It is c 
cull to dash from your thirstinghps the cup 
of offered pleasure. It is difficult to refuse 
the pressing invitations of your worldly 
friends. It is difficult to mortify the flesh, 
to refrain from the excesses in which you 
see others allow themselves, in which you 
feel, that if you indulge not now,'you may 
lose your opportunity for ever. It is dif- 
ficult, whilst life seems long in prospect, 
to think daily of the end thereof, to live 
daily as if the end were near at hand. It 
is difficult, but observe, if it were not dif- 
ficult it would cost you nothing. If it 
were not difficult, it would be no service 
fit to offer unto God. If you refuse it 
because difficult, if you do only that which 
is not difficult, you do but offer unto the 
Lord your God of that which costs you 
nothing. 
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Or what again, what else do they offer, 
who at any time of life, or in any season, 
either of health or sickness, take to them- 
selves credit for abstaining from the sins 
they have no mind to, whilst they freely 
indulge in those to which they are chiefly 
disposed. To say " Lord, I thank thee 
that I am not as other men are ;" (Luke 
18. u;) to be neither drunkard, extor- 
tioner, or adulterer, but to be all the while 
uncharitable and proud ; to be not covet- 
ous, but yet revengeful ; to be not re- 
vengeful, but yet sensual ; to be not sen- 
sual, but yet false ; not false, but yet 
greedy, slothful, or selfish ; to be every 
thing that God would have us, except just 
that very thing which we would be our- 
selves ; what is this but to offer unto the 
Lord our God of that which costs us 
nothing ? 

If there be here this day, any such self- 
deceivers, any who count for acceptable 
service unto God what He knows to cost 
nothing, and will count for none ; to them 
I say, look out for some sin you love, and 
make this your sacrifice; look out for 

F 2 
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some duty you have hitherto neglected, 
and offer this. Have you been accus- 
tomed to hate your enemies ? Begin from 
this hour to pray for them. Have yon 
been used to pray without devotion ? Be- 
gin from this day to long for what you 
ask. Have you allowed yourselves to in- 
dulge the flesh ? Let it henceforth be 
your chief care to deny it. Have you 
given loose to your tongue, whether in 
reviling those whom you are bound to 
honour, in slander, or falsehood, or pro- 
fane swearing, or corrupt communication ? 
Begin now to set a watch upon your lips. 
Resolve ever to speak that which is good, 
even " that which is good to the use of 
edifying, that it may minister grace unto 
the hearers." (Ephes. 4. 29.) In any c 
consider that one sinful habit, knowingly 
and wilfully indulged, robs of grace all 
other duties you may partially perform. 
For it proves that your heart is not right 
with God. It proves, that whilst you 
withhold what you chiefly value, you offer 
unto the Lord your God only that which 
costs you nothing. 
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What else, again, can they be counted 
to do, who on a day hke this, or on any 
other occasion of religious solemnity, con- 
tent themselves with the formal worship 
of the lips, with an outward attendance on 
divine service ; without any homage of 
the heart, vi^ithout any offering of the 
affections of the soul ? " Behold," saith 
the Lord by the mouth of his prophet, 
" Behold ! to obey is better than sacrifice." 
(1 Sam. 15. 22.) Even under the Jewish 
dispensation, the rearing of an altar, and 
slaughtering of oxen, were only so far 
welcome as they came of an obedient 
heart, only in proportion as they were ac- 
companied by the sacrifice of an obedient 
life. The threshing floor and the oxen of 
Araunah, though they cost David "fifty 
shekels of silver," (2 Sam. 24. 24.) cost 
him nothing compared with those words 
of penitence and love first uttered ; " Lo, 
I have sinned, and I have done wickedly : 
but these sheep, what have they done '! 
let thine hand, I pray tliee, be against me, 
L and against my father's house." (5. j?.) 
I Your presence in church, however suit- 
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able this day, is no offering worthy of the 
occasion, if it cost you not much more 
than the hours you spend here ; if it cost 
you, what In truth is gain, no sin sup- 
pressed, no evil passion subdued, no pangs 
of penitence, no earnestness of prayer for 
grace, no ecstacy of thanks for mercy. 

" The Lord hath chastened and cor- 
rected me, but be hath not given me over 
unto death." (Ps. 118. is.) This is what 
every one of us may well say, in the lan- 
guage of the Psalmist. Let us add, as he 
has added in the same psalm, and verse 
following , " Open me the gates of righ- 
teousness, that I may go into them and 
give thanks unto the Lord." Let this be 
our desire, this our resolution ; this our 
thanksgiving of this day; a stedfast pur- 
pose to enter, henceforth, the gates of 
righteousness, to lead such a life as shall 
declare God's goodness, such a life as shall 
express our sense of his deliverance. Not 
with a bare attendance on bis worship, 
not vfith a mere single contribution to his 
honour, not with these let us be content, 
not with these let us conceive that we 



have discharged the debt we owe. But 
with a solemn dedication unto Him of 
ourselves, and of all we have, with con- 
trition unfeigned for the past, with mis- 
trust of ourselves, and dependence most 
devout on God for the future, with these 
let us humbly and thankfully acknowledge 
the debt which we never can repay. 

Of that debt, if we would now form 
some estimate, let us call to mind what 
we felt when the pestilence so fearfully 
prevailed. Let us call to mind what we 
felt, when our neighbours, and friends, 
and acquaintances, were dropping round 
us apace into the grave. How did each 
funeral we beheld then move us to think 
about our own departure ! How did each 
trifling ailment of our mortal frame then 
lead us to apprehend its final dissolution ! 
What would we have then given to have 
been sure that we should be here this 
day ? And if we had not been here, 
where should we have been now 1 Whose 
would have been the goods we now enjoy? 
Where would have been the bodies now 
present and alive ? Where the souls which 
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are yet allowed a further season for re- 
pentance, and faith, and love ? 

There are some, I trust, who would 
have felt, at any time, not afraid to die. 
There must be many, who, in the hour 
of their alarm, would have given all that 
they were then worth in the world to have 
been assured that tliey should yet longer 
live. And yet these are the very persons 
whom it is hardest to persuade to be this 
day thankful, as they ought; these are 
the very persons who, in the hour of their 
deliverance, would fain offer unto the 
Lord their God of that which costs them 
nothing. The Christian who would have 
been thankful to depart, and to enter into 
the rest of heaven, is thankful to have 
been spared for a little, that he may serve 
God better and love Him more. Whilst 
he who knew in his conscience that he 
was unfit to die, he who trembled without 
hope, he who shrunk in dismay from ap- 
pearing before the judgment seat of Christ, 
he it is who is careless of the gift he has 
received, who offersfor it no thanks, or at 
least none that are of any cost unto himself. 
12 
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"■ My brethren, there are, I trust, none of 
you altogether such as this. There are, 
I trust, none who do not feel the pro- 
priety of setting apart a day for thanks- 
giving, for sacri6cing at some cost of 
your convenience these few hours to the 
worship of the Lord your God. There 
are, I trust, none here present who do 
not further rejoice at being called on to 
gi%'e money as well as time. This day 
your thanks will at least cost you some- 
thing. In the adorning of God's house, 
you will have a lasting testimony of this 
day's solemnity. What you give will be 
laid out in such work as tends exclusively 
to the honouring of God's name. It will 
in no shape return to your own use or 
convenience. Like the burnt offering 
consumed upon the altar, of which the 
smoke ascended to the skies, it will be so 
much taken from your food or stock, to 
be spent out of regard to your Father 
which is in heaven. Like the mites of 
the widow, which were cast into the trea- 
sury, for the repairing of the temple at 
Jerusalem, it will be counted, however 
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small in itself, however small in compari- 
son of the work to be completed, it will 
be counted, if given cheerfiilly accord- 
ing to your means, for a gift acceptable, 
unto God through Christ. 

But, my brethren, let no one of yoa; 
imagine that the mere giving of even all' 
tliat you possessj could discharge the 
dues of thankfulness you owe to God, 
either for this instance of deliverance, or 
much more for the redemption of your 
souls from death, by the atonement of 
Jesus Christ. To attend his service, to 
make an offering to the honour of his 
name, and then to conceive that you 
need remember his love no more, this 
would be to offer unto Him of that which 
costs you neither tears nor pains, neither 
labour, nor patience, nor denial of your- 
selves. Begin rather from this day a new 
life of hohness and love. Begin from 
this day to mortify the flesh. Begin from 
this day more entirely to conform your 
will to the will of God. Begin from this 
day more truly to believe, more heartily 
to love, more watchfully to obey. Begin 
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from this day to do what you now know 
u ought to do ; and daily to study both 
do better, and to know more. 
Offer thus this day your hearts in sacri- 
fice to God. Be united from this day 
forth in more fervent love towards each 
other, and in more devout affection to- 
wards Christ. Let there be a decided 
change in the motives of each Christian 
toresent ; let there be a marked alteration 
TO their conduct for the future. From 
bad, if it have been evil, let it be turned 
to good ; from good, where it has been 
good, to better. Let it be a change, such 
as God may acknovtledge, in the soul, 
where He seeth ; such as mankind may 
witness, in our hves, which they behold. 
Let our neighbours who have heard of 
our affliction, hear also of the good which 
it has wrought in us. Let our large and 
manifest conversion be recorded in the 
same history which relates our visitation. 
Let it be told to generations yet unborn, 
who shall hear of our being visited by this 
pestilence, that as we turned unto God in 
the hour of affliction, with weeping and 
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fasting and prayer ; so also in our deliver- 
ance, when God said unto the angel that 
destroyed the people, " stay now thine 
hand, it is enough," let it be told to our 
children's children, that at that hour we 
did not fail to offer of that which cost us 
much. Let them be able to point to our 
eminent proficiency, to a congregation 
ever after holy and devout, to a parish 
united iu Christian love, and forward io 
every Christian work. And let them have 
it to say of us : This was the altar these 
Christians raised, this was the sacrifice 
they offered unto God ; their hearts de- 
voted unto the Lord ; their lives con- 
formed to his will! 



THE END. 



Sl> John's Sqiuie, London. 



1 



«.- 






